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MH RISTIAN READER; 
| S224 Onto whoſe hands theſe few 
N ID) lines of mine may come that 
m— which I beg of God, both fon © _ :? 
F my ſclje, and you (is) That we may both 4 <=} 
ﬆ.+ 77 writing and reading, be made able > 
fo underſtand the Truth from an enjoys HS. 
$. 2ent ef it ſelſe. Light is neuer hriown = 3 
 tillitis injozed. Tam very ſeufeble that” © * 
| y appearing in publike may 0ccaſfion. REARED: | 
« many ſtrange reaſonings in many many 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


;udgemen, and preſent condition to a 
| Prblique view, but being by providence, 
after a large travell and ſtrong encoun- 
ter with my owne ſpirit, through the 
diſcoveries of my own? great miſtakes, ' 
andalſo through the ſence of the great 
unſutableneſſe of my owne ſoule to God - 
1am ca Ii into theſe parts, where there is 
not many more Eyes then there is Cen- 
{uring Spirits, condemning the praFice 
of many with whom T meet, to diſcover 
to each other the daily FXDeriences that - 
we hate of the Fathers dealings with us, | 
and what power we injoy from Heaven, 
to make an Improvement of thoſe Mer- 
cies, Weareby many,1 jay, Cenſured as 
men creeping in private to ainulge Un- 
truths, and diſcovering things contra- 
ry to Faith in Chriſt, and Holineſſe of 
Tife and Comer: aticn : ind wha tſo- 
ever miſcarriages, and in{utable walk. 
ings was of any of us in ormer tim?s, 
is brenght as an occthon to cloud our 
_. preſent pratice,and to render us odious 
amone fi x:62. aſfreming that we dare 
HOT 


=" "5 EEE enki tn LE. 
N The Epiltle to the Reader. A 
not diwnlce that publiquely, which we 
doe privately vent :, which occaſt roneth 
a ſtumbling to many precious hearts, 
and Caules many Scandals ant Clouds 
to be Caſt upon truth, by the gainſayers 
thereof. Upon which Conſtderation, ? : 
many Friends did deſrre ae to preſent 


"B+ that in publique which T had delivered. | 


on"... .* 
025m Yep. null gene dt ---— 'o 
oy | 
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= d in private , which I have here done 3n 
er theſame forme and manner 4s it was 
P: there delivered , not being willing to 
f - adde any fine ſpunne E xpreſſuons - or 


quaint diſtin@ions, to Court any Man; 
fancy to "anne it , but in the plaine 
downe-right and humble Expreſſrons,; 
4s being mo ſutable to them to whom « 
Tſpeake, and to the preſent Condition. © 
and frameof my owne Spirit. God ha» 
ving very much wounded my heart, «s 
for doing things d:ſhonorable to:him. 
Clo) doing or ' ſaying any thing: that | 
may procure honor to me amongſt waons;-. .--. 
that doth not punGualiy ſuite With hens. - | 
fenceritie and ſemplicitie of Trath$*"* - 
Therefore Theg of the Chriſtian Eeader © 
that 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
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that in Reading over theſe few Lines. 
that you would ſeriouſly Reade ovcr all 
before you Conclude any thing to any : 
And to minde and ſeriouſly weigh , as 
what is ſpoke, & by whom, ſo to whom : 
And let not any thing that is really 
Truth, b: diſowned, becauſe it is ac- 
commodated with ſuch poore and low 
Fxpreſſzons, T am very much perſwa- 
ded that thoſe hearts who have been 
brought home thorough a ſence of their 
wandrings, and long for nothing (6 
much as the Enjoyment of Gods Love 
and Power t9 Live up to it may and will 
finde ſomething in this that may Re- 
freſh their poore drooping Spirits inthat 
{ondition: It is to then Ej pecially that 
T defire to preſent Theſe : AnA4 as for 
ther T beg the ſame Refreſhments tho- 
rough Reading , as was the Cayſe of 
Speaking: And as for others who may 
Critically Carpe at the Expreſſion , or 
the party Expreſjang , 1 deſire them to 
take notice that the Father bath made 
it a very ſmall thing to me to be judged 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
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of Men, All Theg is to have my heart 
kept up in daily Communion with God, 
And to have a Life ſulable to his Love, 
for the Enjoyment of which mercies, I 
defere of all that really Live with God 
to minde me, as I deſtre to minde then 
in our approachments to God, And that 
they would in Reading over theſe not 
fuſer any Infirmitie they know of the 
Anthor to Cauſe then to aggravate , or. 
Enlarge any Infirmitie in the Expreſſt- 
ons of the matter, but that they would 
in Chriſtian Wiſdome and Love Endea- 
wour to Cover and Remove both. 

And T further defire, that if any to 
whom theſe may come , who have wan- 
tonly gone from God, and are at pre- 
ſent unſencible of the great neceſſatie 
of their Returning to God, and of a 
Cloſe walking with God, That they 
would Candidly Reade over theſe few 
Lines : It may pleaſe the Father tho- 
rough that which they may looke npoa 
as folly to manifeſs Wiſedome , And 
Darkneſje to manifeſt Light , Such an 

| Effet | 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
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Effed as this , #s the Earneſt prayer of 
him, that is ; 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Yours in that Life which Com- 
mands me to Love all, but 
ro ſerve none in a way 
contrary to that Life. 
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DISCOVERY 


| 

| 

! ofthe unſupportable 
} Burthenoffinneto a heart 
that is Saint-like ſenci- 

; ble of Sinne. 

! 
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IH bat ſenne 35 in a Saints ſence. 


S7]E loved, thoſe ſayings are moſt 
> {utable that flow from ſecing, 


>=}; and thoſe ſecings are Saint=: 
J #1 like when they flow from En- 
Joyments: And whatſoever is ſaid or ſcene 
| and not upon that accompr, it may pro- 
bably profit the hearer,bur not the ſpeak=- 
- er; God by a providence hath caſt mee. *-- 

\ amongſt you after a Jarge travel in @ -. © 
* wildernes condition, wherein God hath. 
| 


made me rtravith all my former trafts and- ...; © 

| miſtakes, in and under all Gods dealings; +.  Þ 

| with me, and my Atings towards. trim,” - = 8 

| God was pleaſed to carry me thotough "i 
| "=" Strength | 
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What ſin is ina Saints ſence, 


Strength and Weaknes, thorough good 
Reports, and bad Reports, to honour 
and difhonour. In which Conditions I 
ſometimes ſtood, and ſomerimes fell ; 
ſometimes my heart was raiſed up with 
ſome high Raviſhments, which I judged 
Experiences,and at other times very low 
and in my feife much loft. After all God 
hath been pleaſed thorough a fence of my 
owne unkindnes to bring my heart upon 
Its knees, and to lay me very low before 
himfſelfe ; but hath againe by a diſcovery 
of his owne kindnes and love Refreſhed 
mee, and cauſed that which was made 
dambe to ſpeake ; now that which is at 
this time moſt ſcncible in my heart to 
{peake to you from what God hath ſpoke 
to me in my preſent Condition , is three 
things . The firſt is a diſcovery of the un- 
ſupporcable Burchen of finne when diſ- 
covered by the light of Gods love. Se- 
condly, The reftles reſolution of a Saint, 
when he is Saint-Jike fencible of his with=- 
drawing from God to turne to God. 
Thirdly, The gracious and fweet Enter- 
tainment the ſoule finds with God, when 
that he is brought home. And 1 ſhall de- 
clare it from three portions of Scripture. 
The ficft from P ſalme the 38. and the 4*b 
verſe ; the ſecond from Pſalme the 1 1 _— 
all 
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and the O<h verie n The third hom Luke 
the 35th and the 20th verſe ; but I hall 


begin wich the firſt at this opportuni- 
tie, 


EcSc&eEeTeSSe En Eeſe EeferSei®eTeBebe®ee Er FedeSe 


P falme the 38. and the 4th verſe. 


For my Iniquities are gore over my bead, as a 
heavie Burthen they are too heavy for me. 


re friends, this Scripture I 
| have formerly viewed, and 
| have formerly ſpoke ſome- 
= thing from it, but I am now 
conſtrained to declare what God hath 
 preachedro mee 3; for he bath been plea- 
fed, thorough a diſcovery of my unſuta- 
blenes, and my unkindnes ; by which he 
+ hath notonely broken my bones, bur he 
. | hath lefc no ſoundnesin mYYNeſh. 1-doe | 
- |} Not meane by fleſh fleſhly nature, bur all _ 
2 * theflcſhlinesof my owne Righteouſnes, 
"of by which formerly I refreſh:d my felfe © 
be + with the ſparkes of my owne perform. . 


n | anceandrefreſhed my ſelte with thepeace, - © 
-— ' andrranquilitic I gathered from thence, '- 
- But now, my wound is too large to be. 
healed with ſucha ſalve: but no more of | 
* . thay, butto the words, and in them you 
nd | B 2 may 

_ 


> 4 _ —— — «4. Io |] —. ” Ei. - 


das cis /<—_— ans tit lM bn LO re et one. cite AO 


- 
—— aSS—_e:cu ua .— -- 
- 


What ſin is ina Saints ſence, 


may contider in generalli an afticmation, 
wherein you may firſt contider the partie 
afficming , that is, David. Secondly, the 
afficmation it ſelfe, that is twofold ; firſt, 
That bis iniquities are gone over his head : 
Secondly, They were a heavie burthen , too 
heavie for bim. Thirdly, You may conit- 
der the time when it was when God had 
ſhewed him ſo much of his own nothing- 


nes, that he had nothing left to liveupon - 


bejides free love. There was no ret in his 
Bones, nor no ſoundnes in his fleth ; by 
bones and fleſh, wee are not to underfiand 
It naturally, bur ſpiritually, and by fl:ſþ, 
we are to underſtand it in adoubtr ſenſe, 
according to theſe Scriptures : Galatians 
the 5. and the 19 verſe, Gal. the 6. and the 
12 verſe, Philippians the 3.and the 3 and 4 
verſes. 

Deare friends, wee might obſerve a 
Concluſion from the party affirming rhe 
aficmation ir felfe , and the time when, 
and the manner how ; but wee ſhall draw 


up all into one Concluſion, and that is 


this, 


Do&. That finne to a Saint- like ſencible _ 


ſecution the Conclufion, obſerve theſe | 


beart is an un(upportable Burthen. {n the pro- 


foure things : Firſt, the proofe of it by 


Scripture, Secondly, Confider what fin | 


Is. | 
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he, ee 


What ſen is in a Saints ſence. 


is. Thirdly, What a Saint-like (cncible 
heart is. Fourthly, The reaſns why {in 
to a Sainr-like fencible heart is an un- 
ſupportable burthen. Firſt, The Scrip- 
tures to prove the Concluſion are theſe; 
In the firſt place, view the Text which 
cleerly Confirmes the Truth of rhe Con- 
clufion : Fucther (ce Romaines the 7. and 


' the 34 verſe; how Paul crycs out as a reft- 


les man under the fenſe ot {in. You may 


further ſee,Pſal.5 1. the x, 2, 3- and 4 ver- 


ſes; Feremiab the 3. and the 25 verſe : 
Lamentations the 5. the 15, 16, 17 verſes. 
All which doe diſcover how unſuppor- 
table the Burthen of ſinne is to a heart 
that is Saint-like ſencible of finne. 

Deare friends, wee need not much 


proofe to him that knowes it, as lam 
confident every heart that 18 acquainted -. 
with God, hath ſufficient Experience of -- 


this to confirme it, The daily heart- 
breakings in that foule who is ſencible 
of his owne unkindnes by reading Gods 
kindnes doth demonſtrate ic. But I (hall 
addeno more bur this ; That heart which 
needs Confirmation of this truth with- 
out himſelfe , and hath not a ſufficient 
proofe within himſelfe, his Condition 
is fad. 
Secondly , let us Conſider what fin is. 
B 3 And 
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And in that Contideration wee will 
Conſider three things. 

Firſt, The nature of finne. 

Secondly , The Concomitants of fin. 

And, Thirdly, The Effe&s. 

Firſt, What i is ſin : the Apoflle tells 
you in che firſt Epitftle of Jobn the 3 Chap. 
and the 4, verſe ; That ſinne is the Tran: gre - 
fion of the Law ; 5 had there been no Law, 
there Lad been no {inne. The variation from 
alLawis{inne. To ſpeike cut the nature 
ot iinneis almoſt as impoſlible as to ſpeak 
' out the nature of Gog. For linne in all 
things is contrary to God, Whatſoever 
yon can ſay of Darknes,of Death,of Hell, 
ang Devils, you may fay of linne, Sinne 
comprehends all, and is one wich either, 
Revel.2.24 Jobnin the Revelations tels us of the depth 

of Satans Tempcation, which Temprati- 

on peradventure 7 is but the limbe of the 

Jeaft iuft : Oh ! what a depth is there then 

in the whole body ! Whatſovever happincs 

and glory! is {cene in Liehr, the contrary 

is found in Darknes: whatſoever content 

and frecdome you hind? in love, & Light, 

the ccnrrary miſery and bondage you | 

1 finde in Death : but the perfetions of all , 

th theſe mijeries is cemprehended in finne j 

& as the body of them both. 

That heart which is moſt ſencible of 
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finne,is nor able to > ſpeake our the nature 
of finne. But I know that that jieare 
which is Saint-like ſencible of fiane, and 
doth ſee finne to prefcat him{iclte as it 
doth ſo ugly in his owneeyes, thinkes 
fin can never be preſented ugly enough, 
and eſpecially becauſe they ice that in 
finning they doe noe onely crofſe Law, 
but Love,they do not onely pierce paper, 
but the precious tenders of grace & love. 


Zech.10. It is endles & boundlefs to Ana- 


tomize the nature of that, where not fo 
much as nature dwels,but is inflaved by it. 

Secondly, Confider the Comctnal- 
tants of finne. | 

Tiere are many, but I ſhall onely pre- 
ſent ſo wany of them as is at preſcat in 
my OwnN* VIEW. 

Firſt, Its that which drawes a darke 
Cloud over a mans eyes, and hinders him 
in his cteare behoiding of God, Though 
a Chriſtian hath never ſo glociousa view 
of divine Light & Love that lives in God, 
if God ſuffers that heart to be padlin 


_— 
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g 
and medling with finne and Darkneſs; =. 2. 2. 
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and then the heart gu-s cxpeRing to view Cant, Ji, 
God as before, though God be as he was 3 4» $4.5 


before, ( an unalterable God ) yer there - 


is a thick myſt drawne upon the eye, that 
he is like a man in a myſt, and knowes 
B 4 not 


What ſin is in a Saints ſence. 


not where he is, nor whaee he ſecs; juſt 
like a man whole eyes are fixed upon the 
Sunne, and there he beholds glorious ob- 
jeAs ; then takes them off from that Sun, 
and looks upon the Earth; and then goes 
to looke up to the Snnne againe, his eyes 
dazcll that he can fee neither; ( Though 
ic is true)lIt is not the glory that we view 
in God that covers our eyes , but rather 
the thick myſt that intercepts our view 
of that unchangeable obje&. And there- 
fore the Example of the Sunne in an E- 
clipſe is more ſurable ; for the Sunne at. 
that time doth not looſe irs glory in ir 
ſe]fe,but to us.our eyes being Intercepted 
by an Earthly ſubſtance. 

Dzare friends, If there be any that 
thinkes this Concomitants is not un- 
ſupportable; I will then appeale ro that 
heart who doth not onely love to looke, 
bat lives by looking upon Gods everla- 
fting Love. He will rot onely ſay as the 
Philoſopher did, who onely delighted in 
viewing the Sunne, who would ofcen- 
times ſay to them that Tntercepted the 
beames of the Sunne ; You take that from 
me. which you cannot give to me. 

Bar they will ſay, O take away finne, 
which is not onely that which intercepts 
my view of that which is the comfort of 
my 
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What ſin is in a Saints ſence, 


my life, bur it is Life ic {cIfe, But 1 ſhall 
ſay no more to this paiticular, but this; 
O happy is that heart which is ofc with 
God, and whoſe eyes arc fixed upon that 
glory. 

Secondly , It takes off a mans edge off 


his carneft deſires after God:the comings 


in of Heaven is thac which quickens, en- 


tivens, and ſharpens the Eye of a mans Heb.3. 13. 
affefions after God. And the Trading Heb.I12. I, 


with finne is that which deads and dulls 
a mans Spirit in his progreſſe cowards 
God. If you aske me the reaton , it is 
this : The Injoyment of Heaven, is the 
Elemenr of a Saints lite ; And there is in 
finne a dire& Antypathy. Take a fiſh out 
of the water, at fiſt he may be tull of mo- 


tion , but when he hath moved a little * 


upon the Earth, the eye of his a@ivitie is 
{ooneloft: And though a Fowle that can 
ſfoare very high, yet if once it comes 
downe to the Element of water, ic flyes 
very heavily : It is juſt ſo with a heart 
whois made able to fly high thorough 
the comings of Heaven;yet if once it pad- 
dles in the filthy poole of finne , it be- 


comes like Pharaohs Chariots, whole. 


wheeles are off, The ſadneſs of which 


Ro 


Conſequence I leave to that heart which . 


God hath made fencible what it is to 


- 


live 


m.8.10. 


% = 


_— 


—_— 


IO What fin is in a Saints ſence, 


—— 


live in Divine Loves as his proper Ele- 
ment. And whac it is by fin to be made 
dull in his motions heaven-wards. 

A third Concomitant. 

Sinne alwayes brings horrour and ter- 
rour with it, not onely as the Cauſe pro- 
ducing it asan Eff:, but as the hand- |! 
maide, for it lives in the very nature of 
ifa.33. xg. It» Sinne brings ſmiles in the hand, but 
frowns in the heart :honey in the mouth, 
bur bicternes In the bowels ; and though i 
wee doe not ſee it, and therefore wee |; 
thinke it not a Concomitant ( yet It is | 
fo. ) Lightning is ſeene before thunder, 
bur they are both together ; Ics rue, if 
men could heare the thunder before they 
ſee the Lightning,it is poſſible they might |; 
avoyde it, but there is a fecret in nature | 
preventing that : So there is as to the . 
other agreat myſteric in Divine pleaſure. | 
But I ſhall ſay no more as to this, but re- | 
member when you ſee Lightning that | 


«nan; gr nr —» 


Thunder will come, and that heart is 
conftrained ro ſay it who fees both. | 
Fourthly, and laftly, Ir ſo far darkens | 
the hearr, that it makes the heart to love 
that lezft which diſcovers ſinne molt : 
Q this 3s a (ad Concomitant, but it is * 
-h.3. ro, fo. Truly ſometimes it is with a Saints ' 
421, heartasitis with a young Scholler that 
hath | 
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hath play'd the Truanrt , he is afraid to 
goe to Schoole,and alhamed to go home, 
though he knowes not how ro live a- 
broad : It is Juit ſo with a Saints heart, 
who hath dealt unkindly with Gad. And 
though he cannot live without God, yet 
finn« hath ſo duld his fpirit,and brought 
ſach a ſhame upon his heart, that that 
which diſcovers God moſt, produces moſt 
ſadnes and {harne. It is in this cafe as it 


was with Adam, When God called he was Gen. 3. 8, 
unwilling to make anſwer; Ar laſt ſaid, 9, 10. 


I was naked , and therefore was aſhamed. | 
need not minde that heart which lies un- 
der the ſence of his unſutablenes what 
the meaning of that it. He knowes the 
frame of his owne heart, and the motion 
of his minde, while he was Trading with 
finne, then he knowes he loved that leaft 
which diſcovered truth moſt, and loved 
that moſt which diſcovered fin leaft. 

The rhird thing in order are the Effes 
of (une, and they are theſe : 


It difirames the heart from either TR Heb.3. 13. f | 


kening to, or pleading with God, nay it. GAIA : 


makes the heart uncapable of performing _ IS 


any duty favourly that he owes to 

his heact is as it were benumbd , and his 

language loft. O what ſweet Exchanges 

of language that doth flow from that 
heart 


— | IE 


7 "—_— 


What ſtn is in a Saints ſence. 


' (&'t | 
AT Matth: 26. 


79.92.74, 


heart where God lives, and finne dyes: 
and how fſavourly doth a Saint fpeake 
out God and Heaven when he lives ſen- 
cibly in that Light, bat when there is any 
withdrawings from his dayly Commu» 
nion with God and Heaven; come to a 
heart then, and you will finde him very 
unable, either to ſay, or doe, eſpecially 
when his Light is Eclipſed by ſome tra- 
ding in Darknes. 

The EffeAs of finne is not ſo in all; 
for thoſe men thar are onely profeſſors, 
and a&daty in a bare forme , and ſpeake 
by art, they are not capable of theſe alte- 
rations of che frames of the Spirit, in be- 
ing framed and unframed upon this ac- 
compt wee are a ſpeaking off, and all 
times are alike to them,unleſs it bz when 
nature is made drunke with finne, and ſo 
hath loſt his abilitie and art to move in 
Religion, ſo as to cover vice with ſeem - 
ing vertue ; but I ſhall fay no more to 
that. 

The ſecond Effe& in finne, 

It brings the heart not onely to que- 
ftion his Intereſt in God, bur to queſtion 
Gcd in his truth : O this is a fad Effe&, 
often ſcene, bur ſeldome ſencibly ſeene. 
The nature of finne is to endeavour to 
cloud Light, though it cannot conquer 

ite 
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it: and if there be ſo much of the Ditates 
of Light letr in the heart,as to cell, ic doth 
not doe well rodeale fo unkindly with 
God. The Devill chen b:gins to worke, 
to make the toule quettion ts propriety 
in God, and ſo goc trom him : It that 
will not doe, then to queſtion Gud, and 
truth, and by that to undzrvaiuc him : 
and as much as in us }ves to (43 oor of 
duores all diftatres ut Divine Lis. that 
doth any way invice the 32::ri 07-0 2 
O that heart which is io this Coun:on 
Is much to be lamented ; and 1 f:2:zechere 
are tov many 1n theic times, 


Thirdly, Frading with finne places 


the heart in a Station and Condition Mart. 5. & 


wherein the ſweet Riches of Light and 73+ 


Love, runnes not into. It is true, God 
diſpenſing grace , makes finners Saints, 


and ſo finds them in fin when he comes*; *Ezck 16. 


but for Saints to run our in the pradtiſe 
of ſinners, they goe beſide the Rivers and 
Streames in which God was pleaſed to 
refreſh and make fart their hearts. Though 
ic is trte , ſome of Gods people which 
run wantonly from God, doe for fome= 
time Live in that wantonnes, upon ſome 


of the Reliques of their. former Injoy- + 


ments, ſo long as they will laſt, which 1s 
but a little time ; for then they muſt Live 
upon. 


Rom, ſ. & 
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Luk.15,15 upon hi:sKes with the Swine, ti] they 


are :z0ught to R: turne to their Fathers 
t.ouſe: O that all who have wantonly 
ſtrayed in their hearts from their Fathers 
Streames, wherein they were Retr:ſhed, 
as with marrow and fatnefie, would now 
conlider where rhey are, and that ſo lon 
as they fit downe in the praGite of ſ{inne, 
they Live not neere the Injoyments of 
Saints. 

Fourthly , Sinne brings ſhame upon 
the foule, and moft when the heart is 
neereſt God. A Converted finner is 
brought home to God with much ſhame, 
ſecing himſclfe look ſo unlike God when 
he is brought before him. Bur a revolted 
Saint when recovered hath much more 
Cauſe of ſhame, Fer. the 3 Chap. and the 
24 and the 25 verles, for God hath more 
ground of laſhing and wounding ſuch a 
hearc ; for he can tell them nor onely of 
Iying in their bloud in the day of their 
nativitie, but of their d<ſtroying and 
ſpoyling the Earerings and Jewells he 
beſtowed upon them : As you may ſee in 
the 16 of Ezekiel, beginning at the 10th 
verſe, and foto the end of the Chapter. 


It1s impoſſible to exprefſe how much the | 
hearc of a Saint bluſhes , and what ſhame | 


cvvecrs the Spirit of a ſoul that hath gone 
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aſtray | 
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aftray from God, when it is brought a= 
gain to look upon the old wonted loves, 
and to minde againe his happineſs in 


Gods heart. He is then like the Publican, Luk,78.13 


dares not looke up to Heaven ; or like 


the Prodigall, who defires to be but a ſer- Luk-1 5-19 


yant. Let me ſpeake but this one word 
or two to them who have wantonly gone 
from God, and now delight in finne. 
Did you know what ſhame will ac- 
company your Spirit, if ever God brings 
you home, it would much imbitter that 
ſeeming ſweetnes you gather from finne. 
There are many EfieQs of finne, but I 
ſhall reduce them I meane to ſpeake of 


to theſe two heads. 
Firſt, Sinne is injurious to God. 
Secondly, Ir is injurious to a Man. 
Firſt to God, bur in that conſider this 
Caution, God as God, can neicher be in- 
jured by us, nor receive any addition of 


good from us : bur when wee ſpeake of 


Injuries, wee are to looke upon God in 
his 2dminiftrations or appearances to- 
wards us, and ſo God may be ſaid tobe 
Injured, and to be honored or diſhona» 
red, and in that ſence the Injurie ro God 
confiſts in theſe things. | 


Firft, Ir clouds his gtory amongſtmen, 


eſpecially the ſinne of Saints : The Light, ggm.z a+ + 


Life, 2 4. xd : 
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Job 22. 2, 
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1Sam-2.35. 
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Life, & Love of God in Saints are beames | | 


——_— 


of that divine body, they are {parkes of 
that fire which purely lives in God : and 
when this Light and Love appeares ina 
Saints life, they are faid to glorite God, 
and to cauſe men that view them to ſee 
their good workes, and to give glory to 
God, Mat.the 5.16. But when the lives of 
the people of God are full of darknes and 
{inne, they doe exceedingly Cloud the 
beames of Gods beaucy (as io men ) Like 
the Clouds in the Aire which cover the 
Earth from betolding the Beaurie of the f 
Sunne. 
Secondly, Ir denies the Authoritie of 
God, for a man that is a member of a 
Common- wealth not to conforme to 
the Lawes, doth deny the Authoritic 
there : and fo thoſe ſoules that acknow- 
ledge themfc]ves related to God, and yer 
In their lives doe praQtife things contra- | 
FTit.T.16. ry to God; they * doe deny his Autho- | 
Jude 4. ritie. | 
Thirdly, Sin doth as much as in it Iyes | 
*Jer-5-25. binde*and hinder the goings out of God | 
In his Love to doe us good : as you may 
fee Tſaiah the 59. 2, 3. It is true, when 
God will ariſe in his Majeſtic in glory, 
; {in is drove out before him, and expelled | 
F% #164. 1, 4, by him, andno fin * can hinder him : but | 
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; | finne trends and doth whar in it lycs to 

t 'f oppoſe the goings out of Divine Love, 

| :* andia that ſence he is faid to be hinde- 

2 [ red. 

s 1 Fourrthly , Ic brings blackneſs upon 

E | thatdeaury which. God delights to view, 

0 God loves a {oule io as to brautifie him 

f | with the beaucic of *nimicltc,and then he +20, 16, * 
d | delights to view * thar beauty : bur ſo far 14. 

ie {| aszany ofthe people of God due trade in, * Cant. 2. 
ze f or medlewith fin ordarknes, ſo far they *** 

13E } drawadark Cloud over, and throw dirt 

13e F in the faceof this beauty. As for the In- 


- E ” 


Juries that fin doth to the people of God, 


of it may be reducedinto three heads. 

A Firft, It is Injurious to him as he is a 
to | Chriftian. 

tic Secondly, As he is a Member of the 
W = State. 


7eT Thirdly, As he is a Maſter of a fami- 
= a > 

o- | Firſt, The Injuries that finne doth tg 
the people of God as they are Chriſtians, 
yes | Þ have already ſpoken of, and therefore . 
od | fhalk ay no more, but onely ſpeake a - 
nay | wordortwo from the rwo Later. 
hen | Secondly, Sinne is Injurious ro a man 
TY, {. a$heisa member of che Stace,thats cleer- 
led } Ty demonſtrated in many mens praQiſcs. 
but | What is that weakens the heart and tyes 
nat \$ uD 
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up the hands of many men in Authoritie 
| from ſupprefling of fanne, bur the guile of 
* Rom. 2. fjnne in their owne *Conſciences;how is 


*223* tr poflible for any man in any office to be 


zealouily carried out in fuppreſling of 
unrighrteouſnefſe, when they themſelves 
are unrighteous ? Can a drunkard puniſh 
drunkennet, or a {wearer, puniſh ſwea= 
rers, or an opprefſor, puniſh opprefors ? 
\ buras they are conftrained to it, Either 


by an overruling hand of providence,go- ; 
ing beyond them, while it makes uſe of | 


them : or els the neceſlicie in their Im- 
ployments conſtraine them to ir. But 
ſuch doing is done very coldly , with a 
faint heart,and a weake hand, vice rather 
finding out their Authoricie, then their 
Authorictie finding cut vice : bur fuch A- 
cHtionsarenot honorable to the Actors in 
Gods ſence, though the Aion may ad- 

vance them among men,” © 
Ic is true, Providence ſometimes puts 
=2King. xo on * guilty men to ſupprefſe and ſubdue 
©,9,19- guilty perſons, ard unrighteous things : 
T *4  burrhenprovidence doth it in going be- 
yond them : As hath not Experience pro- 
ved that many men have done that which 
when it was done, it appeared in thetr 
owne eyes, and others, tobe very righte- 
ous : yet it was ſo far beyond them that 


they 
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they themſelves had been Inſtruments to 
occaſion the taking away of rhe lives of 
many honeſt hearts for the ſtanding for 
the ſame things but the yeare betore. If 
you aske me the reaſon why {finne hin- 
ders men in ſuppreſling {in, my anfy: er is 


this - 


Firſt, B:cauſe it takes away much of 
the face of Authoritie in the party puni- 
ſhed, by his knowing the party puniſhing 
to be guilty of the ſame thing, 

Secondly , It doth weaken the ſpirits 
of a man when he lies under the guilt of 
that which he is puniſhed for,all his pro- 
ſecuting doth but pierce into his owne 
ſpirit, and all his ſtirring doth but roſe 
up guilt in his owne heart, and all his 
rubbing, doth but rub upon his owne 
ſoare, which doth much kill , diſturbe, 
and difquier his owne ſpirit, which caus+ 
{cs many men in Aathoricie when they 
are a puniſhing, to with They had noc 
Knowne it; and chey are apt tc curtayle 
and leffen ir, if not cover it: And all this 
is occafioned as a fruit of finne, from 
which wee may obſerve thus much : 

That none are like to be good Com- 


mon-wealths-men, but they that are: - 


godly and honeſt men;for them that have 
a chiefs Authoricte in the State, or in 
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Coun.ics, or Parithes,can never ſuppreſſe 
vice vertuouſlly, it themſctIves are ftran- 
gers to vertue, and practifers of vice, 
I: the cloſe of his, remember bur this 
Scripture, Prov.the 28. and the firſt verſe ; 
The wicked flies when no man purſues, but 
the righteous is as bold as a Lyon. 

Thirdly, Ic is Injurious to a man as 
he is a Maitcc of a familie 3 and that thus ; 
it binds him up in Exhorting his familie, 
to walke holily , when he knowes thar 
his familiec knows that he himſelfe walks 
unholily ; or can he reprove vice, when 
he himſelfe is vitious ? No, he cannot do 
It ; If it be, it is very cold, poore, & emp- 
tie, The guilt in their owne hearts, pro= 
duced by their uniaintlike carriage, doth 
exceedingly itraiten their hearts, and tye 
their hands, not onely ro themſelves, as 
reproving and correQing , but alſo to 
their familie reproved and correded ; for 
at the very beſt, their familie, who are ſen- 
cidie of their evilis will judge it as the 
Devill corcc@ing fv. Therefore in the 
cloſe oi chis, ler all that deſire to be pro- 
fitable in their families, in ſuppreſſing 
eviii, and encouraging good, Let them 


» I Tim. 6, firft ſhew it in theic *praRice, before they 


firſt (hew it in their power. Bar. I ſhall ſay 


Mi. 7-5. NO More as to the Effects of fir, though 


there 
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there be many more; bu? | {fall comero 
the reaſons, why {in to a Szint- like fen- 
cible nczrc is an Infuppuiteble Eurthen, 
and the Reaſons are thct: : 

A Saint fees that fin hath brought him 
into a Condition fo bad, and to low, 
that himſelfe with ail the world cannor 
recover him.*It a Chriftian bad any cre- + a& 2.27 
vis to bchold belpe befides Chrift, he aR.16.30. 
would have ſome way to uphold his Jub 7. 20. 
heart, and inable kim to bczre his bur- 
chen without going to Chriit, bur fin is 
fo large, and fo broad, and fo full of 
weight, that it fincks ai! things under on 
this fide of Heaven , which goc ro beare 
it: ( And this a Saint fees }) and therefore ' 
fin to his heart is an unſupportable bur- 
then. 

Secondly, Sin takes away the grotnd 
of patience, and therefore unb2aradic, 
and that it does ; why ? becaute though 
there are promiſes to bzare all opprefſt- 
ons, yet no promiſe zo beace thc praaice 
of fin. Therefore my former this : 

That Condition which is wichout pro- 
miſe is unbearable ; bur tie practice of- 


oF, 
3 
» 

: 


Lent a 


fin, as the praftice of fin, is without pro- , © | 
miſe (Ergo )* ' *Gal.3 ag } 
The third Reaſon which nzakcs fin fo | 

unreaſonable, and ſo unſupportable toa 
GC 3 Saint- ; 
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Saint-like fenciblc heart, is becauſe he 
* Rom, 7. ſces that fin is not onely a*lye in ſpeak- 
I1, ing that which it will nor cannot doe, 
but whatſoever is contrary to fins pro- 
miſe, is brought upon him. ContradiQi- 


on in ExpeCation works diſtcaQion, but 


no where ſo unſupportable as rhe bufi- 
nes of fin, for there is no contradiftion 
like that : It expeQs joy, but beholds 
ſorrow; it promiſed Light and Life, but 
* R21n. 6. bihold Darkneſſe and * Death. 
22. Fourrhly , That which m:kes fin fo 
Math. 24. unfuppertable to a Sainrs heart 1s this, 
=” chough it be che laft, ic is not the leaft, 
It 1s this 
That Light and Love which diſcovers 
a mans ſins to him, ard by ir his Loft 


Condition, it doth ſweetly make up his 


Lofies, by ſupplies from it felfe, that 
m: kes the {oule in ſeeing fin, to ſee thar 
it hath nor onely finned againſt Law, but 
againſt that Light and Love which diſco- 
*Z<ch.12. vers and *ſ{upplics: And for a heart to fee 
0 PG that he cannor lye ſafely no where but in 
Vial. 51. 4. Be Fathers Love, and for him ro Refle& 
upon himielte, and fce kow much nor 
onely below, but contrary to that Love 
he hath lived in : Oh! how much doth 
this breal e the heart, and wound the fpi- 


rit:; I le veto that Soule that afcer all 


his 
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his owne unkindneffe hath now all his 
Refreſhments from the {weet Incomes 
of the Fathers loving kindnefl:, he can- 
not chooſe but there ſce to the continua- 
tion of the Fathers nature as he is the 
Father : yet the want of his owne as he 
18 2 Childe, and he cannot but ſee how 
much hee indeavonred to kill that by 
which he now lives :*cis impoſlible to de- 


.clare how much the Refle&Rion of this 


Love doth kill and Crucife a Saints Spi- 
rit. The knowledge of which doth make 
{in to be unſupportable : but no more of 
the Reaſons, but a word or two of uſc. 
The firſt Uſe 
Is an uſe of Information, to Informe 
us of the mifer1ble Condition of thoſe 


- who make lig*.. of fin, If fin be fo un- 


ſupportable to one that is made alive, 
ſure theſe people muſt needs be dead. 
Burt ſome will obje& and ſay, They 
blefle God they ſec fin, and they conceive 
fin 1s caft out, and ſubdacd in rhem. In 
this there may be a very great miſtake, 


for men may ſee fin, and yer not Saint- 


like ſencible of finne. And in ſome the 
Devill is ſaid to goe out, when he is not 
Caſt out ; according to that Scripture, 
Matth. the 1 2. 43» 445 45+ But know this, 

{in be onely gone our, and not conque- 
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red, it will Returne againe, according to 
the ſame Scripture,and if you ſee fin, and 
rOt Saint-Jike,you may fſce 1t and be {en- 
cible, and yet nothing. As Fharaob, Cain, 
and Judas, &c. And therefore for feare 
of miſtakes, ] ſhall propound two que- 
ftions, and give my Anſwer to them, 
according to what Experience I have 
zound in the like Cafe. 

The firſt queſtion is , What the diffe- 
rence betwixc a Sainr-like fence of fin, 
and the {encc of fin a man may have, and 
be nothing. 

Secondly , What are the demonſtrati- 
ons to ditcover that fin is aot onely gone 
Out, but cait out ? 

To the firft. 

The diff-rence berwixt a Saint-like 
ſence, and a bare fceing ; lycs in theſe 
ihir:g8, 

Firſt, Where jt is really Saint- like, 
iti8 alwayes ſ{cncible of that moſt, which 
18 by men ſ:cneleafl: | meanethe empri- 
neffc, barre n:ieffe, baſcnefje, and unfura- 
dleneiie of its owne heart. But others 
who are 7»das-l;ge, are: ſ{encible of thac 
which men ice moſt : Ii they are bur con- 
$01 matle to what is withour, they are 
never tioublea for what Is within : but 
hc thai 13 mide f{encible of fin by the 

comings 
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comings in of grace , he is ſo ſencible, if 
God ſhould cut oft ail dead branches 
withour, yet that will not fatizfie him 
ſo long as there is an old Coare within, 
but he will cry out as Paul; O wretched 
man that I am , who ſhall deliver me from this 
body of finne. | 

The people of God know that Attions 
without are but branches ( though they 
oppoſe that) yet they minde the body 
moft which is the uncleane fountaine 
within , and therefore you (hall al wayes 
fiade them crying out of an unſutable 
heart, quite contrary to others praftice, 
who will ſometime complaine of ſuch 
unſutable and finfull as: but ar that 
time they will ſay, they have a good 
heart, and a good defire, ( alas, can the 
fireames be foule,and the fountain cleere, 
thats impoſſible. ) 

Secondly , A Szinr-like ſencible heart 
when it is moſt ſencible of pardon, its 
moſt earneſt for power, quite contrary 
to the other : which never cryes for 
power, but when ir is ſencible of a wanc 
of pardon : and if any thing comes in 
the Imagination to prompt phankie, fo 
as to cauſe any conceit that it enjoyes 
pardon ; it is then not more but leffe 
earneſt for power , and ſo their appre- 

henfions 
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henfions of Liberty, doth immediately 
beget Looſenefſe. But that heart which 
is Saint-like ſencible of finne, the more 
God diſcovers pardon, the more they are 
earneſt for power, for all the diſcoveries 
of Gods love to ſuch a heart bindes up 
the heart more in Gods love , and the 
fence of his kindnes produces double 
indearments of their kcarts to God. 
Thirdly , A Saint-like fencible heart 
is alwayes as thankfull to God for power 
as he is for pardon : nay I dare fay , that 
that heart which ever was really wound» 
ed thorough the diſcoveries of his owne 
darkneſſe by the comings in of Gods 
Light, thinkes it ſcite fo much bound 
to heaven for any fin as well as pardon, 
that when he doth enjoy any power , he 
is with as much Light and Love carried 
out, to blefſe God for that mercy as he 
is for pardon : quite contrary are other 
hearts, who ſee tin, but not Saint-like, 
they have ſome carryings out ſometimes, 
to acknowledge mercy in pardoning fin, 
bur at that time they are cold in begging 
power : nay, it they could fee into their 
owne hearts, they would fee that they 
had a heart that would rhinke it a mer- 
cy to Enjoy pardon of fin, and with it 
Liverty to fin, not leffe but more. 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Thoſe hearrs which fees 
{in Saint-like, their ſorrow for fin doth 
very much ſwallow up the ſenſe of dan- 
ger : but others that are onely (cncible 
of finne by the Convictions of a Law, 
without the Comings in of his Love, 
they through the ſence of danger are fo 
ſwallowed up in horror, thar there is 
hardly any roome for a godly, or a 
Goſpel forrow. Deare friends, if God 
would give us hearts to minde our hearts 
in this thing, wee ſhould fee very great 
miſtakes in Relation to this godly or 
Goſpel ſorrow; bur I ſhall leave that, 
Knowing all ſoules that live with God 
fee the difference of that in their owne 
ſpirits : And to make others ſee before 
God gives them Eyes, ir is impoſſible. 

Fifchly, A Saints ſence of fin makes 
him run not lefſe but more to God : 
The other mans ſence of fin makes him 
run not lefſe but more from God: The 
one runs like the *Prodigall Sonne to Luk. 15. 
his Fathers houſe, or rather bis Fathers £22 29- 
heart : The other is farre from ir, but it | 
rather cauſes him like * Judas torun to, 

: . . «EF, 
the place of Execution : Truly in this , | 
there is'a very ſtrange Paradox : that 
Light and Love which comes into a 
Saints heart, doth not onely wa a 

In, 
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ſin , but prodnce much ſhame upon the *_ 
heart , upon the ſence of tin, and moſt + 
when it drawes necreft God : yet the \ 
ſoule cannot chufe bnt run to God, 
and is never well but when it is ncereft 
God. I 
Sixtly , A ſaint-like ſence of fin is 
alwayes fo ftrift upon his watch, to pre- 
vent tin, thathe feares the appearances 
of {in as well as the power; but another ') 
heart is not ſo, but no more of this, but 
to the ſecond queftion, ro demonſtrate * 
the difference berwixt fins going out, 
2nd fins being caft out. LA 
Firſt, If tim be caſt out it alwayes 
leaves an awfull feare and care behinde 
it: bur if ic onely went out, it leaves 
a man very ſecure, as you may ſte by the 
Text , Matt. the 12tb. and the 45. verſe. 
Secondly , That heart which Chrift 
hath conquerd in, and caſt out in for, 
when it is fenſible, it is ({ not lefle but) 
more humble, and it muſt needs beſo, 
for that Light, and Life that did conquer 
fin, and doth diſcover fin , doth di(- 
cover to the heart its unſufficiency , as 
before to ſubdue fin, now again to keep 
under fin, that the ſoule cannot chuſe 
n that ſence but lye very low : Burt its 
otherwite with that heart where fin 
onely 
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onely went out. They thinke highly of 
themſelves, and are apt to facrifice to 
their owne nets, or like the Phariſce, 
Luke the 18. 11. I thanke thee that Tam 
not 4s this Publican , bur alas, it is not 
ſo with a heart that is ſencible of fin by 
the commings in of Chriſt, he judges 
himſelf the worſt of Creatures :* 

Thirdly, If fin be caft out, the Light 
and power that caſt it ouc teaches that 
foule to leane more upon Gods power, 
and to goe leffe upon his own Legs, bur 
it is not ſo with the other. 

Fourthly, That heart which fin is caſt 
out of, and doth nor goe our, is ſo fen- 
cible of what is done for it : that it doth 
not onely lye low before God, and feare 
the appearances of inning againft God, 


but it is muck: carried to blefie and give Rem. 5. 


glory to God : But where fin onely went 
out , that man is not wounded rtho- 
rough the fence of his own fin and 
weakneffe, ſo as to give glory ro God, 
for any victory over {in , but rather 
minde his own Induſtry and ſtrength, 
and attributes much ro his owne care, 
but little to Gods kindneffe. 

But I ſhall ſay no more in anſwer to 
thoſe queſtions, but another word or 
two of foire other uſes, and fo con- 
clade, ; The 
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The ſecond uſe is an uſe of adviſe to 
the people of God, by any meanes ro 
beware of fin; I might uſe many Argu- 
ments , but I defire you to minde what 
] have faid before , and doe nor onely 
confider , how unſupportable a burthen 
it will be, and how much it will wound 
you , when the Lord cauſes you to re- 
turne ; but conlider withall theſe things 
following. 

Firſt, Conſider the nature of fin, how 
low , baſe, and unworthy a thing it is : 
you (hall never ſee what it fayes, unleſſe 
it bein the laſt pangs, when God makes 
it ſpeake out its own nature, and that is 


_ death anddarkrefs.* 


Secondly, Conhder how much it is 
below a Saints * ſpirit, nay, the truth is, 
if you conſider fin well as Sin, it is be- 
low the Reaſon of a naturall man: tis 
ſo poore, baſe and Ignoble, that Reaſon 
in a naturall man, were his eyes bur 
open in his own Reaſon, he would kick 
3t out of doores: It is a meere Jeſuiti- 
call Tyrant, ſpeaking faire to accom- 
plith its owne ends, andby it to bring 
the Creature to {lJavery and bondage. 
The trurh is, if tne people of Gods hearc 
were often with God, and fed upon 


thoſe glorious , noble and divine injoy-. 
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ments: Sin would not tinde fo eafie an 
entertainment in their hearts, but th 
being ſo often abroad, and fo little at 
home, I meanein their tathers houſe, or 
rather in his heart, is that which occa- 
fions many {lips and falls, by harkning 
to thoſe deluding Intiſemenrs , which 
afterwards will appear to be an unſup- 
portable burthen. 

Thirdly, Confider moſt of all againft 
whom you hin ; Ic is not onely againſt 
Law, but againft Love, and againſt that 
deare Love which is your life : Truly, 
if che people of God had alwayes power 
from God, to conſider how injurious 
and unkinde they are ra Gods heart, 
when they ſhake fin by the band, they 
would have much more Reſolution 
againſt fin, and ſay as Ephraim , What 
have IT to doe any more with Idolls * Hojea 
the 14. chap. and the 8. verſ. or lay as 
Foſeph, Genefis the 39. and the 9. How can 
T doe this and ſin againft God, or as the 


Apoftle faith, Romanthe 6. the 1, and.2. 


I know it is not in the Creatures power - 


ro minde ir fſclfe, bur 1 am ſure when 


God gives power, it is a great advan- 
rage to us and diſadvantage to fin, ro 
weigh well the great oppoſition fin 
makes againſt the Comings in of Di- 

vine 
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vine Loves, n nay, how much it wounds 
the Lord Chrift afreſh : Some thinke 
that the worſt that even fin did was to 
bring Chriſt upon the Crofle : but I muſt | 
cl] you,though that was great, yet know 
alſo that every time the people of God |} 
fin, they doe as it were crucifte Chriſt 
afreſh, for Chriſt is as really crucified 
within us, as he was upon the Crofle for | 
us : and therefore every time you fin; | 
know this, that in your owne ſoule, | þ 
you accuſe, you arraigne, condemne, { 
crown with thornes, ſpit in the face, | 
and ſmite with the hand , nay, Pearce | 
and wound that dearly beloved union, 
that is come downe from: God , and ' 
truly had we but power to conſider, that | 
indeared Love and Life that from God 
ſpeaks to us, nay, that woes and in- | 
treats for Entertainment wich us, not 
to adde to it felte, but to advance us, 
undoubredly fuch thoughts would much 
conquerus, and jin in us. 
There are many other motives, but I 
{hall leave them, onely take notice, it is ; 
dangerous to be a D) dimus, not to beleeve 
Ul you feele : Take notice of this from 
what my ſoule knowes , thar fence 
will be very fad, and the rather , becauſe 
there is no Relicke when you are OT . 
c 
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ed, bur in that you bave wounde:}, by 
that which wounded you ; oh! what 


will you ſay when you come for Reliefe 


from that deare heart : and to draw 
life from thoſe ſweet Loves, that you did 
no lefſe then throw dirt in the face of ; 
oh! if chere be any of the people of God, 
who are fo farre deluded as under the 
notion of Liberty , are run into loof- 
nefſe : oh! I beg, nay I would beg with 
teares for them, to confider from whence 
they are fallen, and to remember their 
firſt Love, Revela. 2. 4, 5. It is pofli- 
ble ſome may be made ſo unfſenfible 
by their wancon (inning, as that they 
may make a jeſt of thef ſayings : As 
for ſuch ſpirits I ſhall leave them, de- 
firing to ſee my fſelfe in them, and fo 
rather conclude with mourning, then 
to ſpend time in diſpute with all the 
objetions that ſuch may bring , and 


ſhall onely give anſwerto two or three - 


objeQions, which are more common 


and accuftomary, yet like deceiving. 


ObjeF. How can this be, when as the 
Apoftle Saint Fobn in the ficfi Epiltle 
3- 9-ſalth, be that ix barne of God cann» 


Anſw. Ia my anſwer to this.E ſhall Not 
trouble you , in rehearſing how often 
| the 
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the Devill hath preicnted me with this 
Scripture, to perſwade me that the peo- 
ple of God cannot fin, but my anſwer 
co this Scripture is briefely thus, 


The ſame Apoſtle in the ſame Epiſtle, ' 


chap. 1. 8. verſe, faith , that whoſoever 
ſaith be bath no ſin is lyar and deceives bim- 
ſelfez Therefore he doth not intend 
but that the people of God, may aud 
doe fin, but it is true that in them 
which are borne of God ; in them] 
meane that Saintſhip or unCtion , or 
anoynting , or fpirit of life which 
comes from God, and is one with God : 
that doth not nor cannot fin : *cis true, 
it cannot fin, becaufe it is borne of 
God. We may as well ſay, we can turne 
Heaven into Hell, and turne lighe into 
darkneffe, as to turne that into tin (or 
thar to fin) no, deare hearts, that is of 
another nature, that's Gods little one : 
that is placed in us to juſtifie Wiſdome, 
and to condemne folly : and to breath 
out Love and [I *ghe in oppofition to 
darkneſffſe, and *cis ſo far from being 
capable of jJoyning with fin, that its 
proper worke is to arraigne, accuſe, 
and condemne the old man, which was 
in Paul, though he was a childe of God, 
Rom. 7. 2C, 21, 22, 23 verſes, Now 

this 
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chis un&tion,*or this thing borne of God 
gives us the denomination of being 
the children of God; bur though it is 
the power of God in us to kill fin, by 
the nature of it felfe; yet it never did 
nor will turne fin into grace : nor yet 
manifeſt ſo much in this life as co fill 
Saints with grace, and free rhem from 
all fin, bur they muſt have ſome Canga- 
nites and Hittites in their hearts.* 

Now the people of God is a generall 
tearme, and envolves the whole perſon 
either men, or women in a Scripture- 
ſence ; but that generall doth include 
at anew, ſo an old Man, and both in 


* 1 Joh. 2: 
20, 21, 


* 2 Cor. 
I2, 7. 


one ſubje& ;* The one to be pullcd «pg, 
down, and the other to be exalted; one 21,22,23. 


rodye, and the other to live (for ir is 
Lite) now when the Apoſtle ſaith, that 
waich is borne of God, cannor finne, 
he intends that principall of Life which 
lives in us, and doth not include the 
whole man : and when he ſaith, be batb 
no ſin, be deceives bimſelfe and is a Iyar : 
he intends the old rotten Man in our 
forme, which is in us, and as to our 
fc{hly parc is one with us. 

Objef. Where there is no Law there 
can be no fin, buc the people of God 
are by Chrift freed from the Law , _ 
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it treed ftromit, then rnerce 18 to them 
no Law. it no Law, then no hin. 

An(ſw. That Chrift hath freed be. 
leevers from the Law, the Scripture is 
cleare : but that Chriſt which hath freed 
us from a Law, hath given a Law to us, 
which he calls a new * Commandement : 
but as the Law was in the hand of Moſes 
a condemning and a kiiling Law : fo 
Chriſt hath freed us from it, and as it 
was meercly conſidered without us, and 
not wrought in the adminiſtration of 
the Law,in that {ence we are free from it: 
* yer take notice that we areunder that 
| Law , that doth engage a cloſe walking 
with God, and though God hath been 
pleaſed to write that Law within us, yet 
know it is ſuitable to that Law which is 
without us: | muſt confeſſe in ſome 
ſence, it is improper to ſay a childe of 
God as a child of God, a Chriſtian as 
a Chriftian, to be under the Law ; and 
why ? becauſe the Sainiſhip of a Sainr, | 
or that in us which makes us, or gives 


us the denominaiion of Chriſtians, or - 


Gods child is made up of the Law and 
is Law it f{elfe, andis no further under 
the Law, then a Law is capable to be 
under it ſelfe, That holineffſe , purity, 
ſpirituality, that the Law * without us 
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reſented to us, is now wrought in us, 
and ſo the power commanding, is the 
power Conforming. Now whether this 
be any ground for Looſcnefle, 1] leave to 
any ſoule to judge, or whether this be 
not much more binding, and admits of 
no Liberty to aloote walking, but en- 
gages much * more. 

Objef. If the Law be within us, 
whac need we minde any thing thar is 
without us ? 

Anſw. 1. The Law within us is not 
contrary to the Law without us, as I 
told you before, if you looke upon ir 
in a goſpell-ſence, thars to fay in the 
hand of Chrift (for the heart and hand 
is both one ) and any Lawes relating 
to Religion in another ſence, we are 
not to minde as being bound to it. 

Secondly, But the Law in a Goſpell- 
ſence, ſoules that lie- in the life of that 
Law cannot chufe bur love it, as a glafle 
to looke upon that which by irs Lighe 
appeares lovely ; I meane holinefſe and 


Righteouſneffe , which is one with the” 


delight of God. 
Thirdly, 1 ſhall give no further an- 


ſwer co this laſt objeRion, but ' anely. .. - 
thas, to tell you from what experience ' 


I have formerly found , that it is a great 
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tigne of a heart thats iick , when it en- 
deavours to draw tolerations for Looſe- 
nefſe, from a diſcourſe relating to a 
Sainis Liberty, Deare hearts, let me 
conclude with this, that that foul which 
is ceally acquainted with his Liberty 
from Divine Love, is fo ſwallowed up, 
and ſo conquered by it, that its never 
in its proper courſe, but when it lives 
up to thar Love, And his being un- 
bound to the Law, in that ſence which 
before ] expreft, doth not admit of a&- 
ing looſely, buc ating Lively, as you 
may ſee: Gallat. the 2. and the 19. verſe, 
I thorough the Law, faith Paul, am dead 
tothe Law , that I may live to God : fo his 
freedome was not the cauſe of his dying 
to God, but living to God : bur no 
more of this uſe, The next ufe is an 
uie of comfort to the people of God, 
who groancunder the burthen of (in. 

It ſinneto a Saint-like {encible heart 
be an unſupportable burthen, then it is 
a diſcovery of a Saint-like fencible 
heart, when fin is thus a burthen to 1: : 
Deare hearts, though it be ſad to lic 
under the fence of in, yer it is ten thou- 
iand times ſadder to {inne, and not be 
{cncible. 

Truly thovgh tlc heart be wounded, 
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yet thoſe ſtripes God will heale, * and * Mar. rt: 
they are bur deare laſhes of his Love, 28- 
in bringing out the ſoule into a fur- Math 5. 
ther injoyment of Life, and if any ”© 
ſoules have cauſe to rejoyce, tis them | 
that mourne, and for your comfort 
conſider theſe things. 
Firſt, God iz more ready in Chriſt to 
take off the burthen, then to lay it on, 
fee the Prodigall, Luke the 15. and the 
20. When the Prodigall did but come, 
the Father ran and gave him eaſe , be- 
fore he diſcovered his burthen : truly 
did groaning hearts know , how | 
much the* Bowells of God earnes to- * Jer. zr, | 
wards them, and how freely Chriſt is 20. | 
held out to them, and how ſweetly God 1-53.15. } 
in promiſes runs out for them with 
freenefle, to give out himfelfe to them : 
It would much refreſh them ; doth 
Chrift come to ſave ? it is not the Righte- 
ous * but ſinners , Doth God juſtifie? * yyar.* 9, 
then ir is the ungodly, Rom. the 4. 5. 13. 
Doth the Father make a Feaſt ? Ic was Luke 19.2 
for the returne of a poore Prodigall ; *© 
Doth the Heavens rejoyce ? ic is for the - - 
returne of the loſt ſheep. Truly the peo- - 7 -- 
ple of God never mourne as finners, > ©” 
but then God rejoyces over them as ' 
Saints, 
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Secondiy, Cuniider not onely the | 
readinetic of God to take off -the bur- 
then , but the freeneſs of Chriſt to bear | 

+ 1a.63.7. Fit : 'As upen the Croſſe, where he wil- | 
| 


z Cor. 5. Jirgly fubmicred to the laſhof the Law, 
Dhl. == and the trownes of Heaven for the fins 
6,7, © of pooreundone Creatures : fo he doth 
allo. call upon poore hearts oppreſt 
under the burthen of fin, to exerciſe 
faith in entertaining his tenders: to | 
eaſe their burchens, and to give them reſt: 
Alatte the 11. and rhe 28. | 

Thirdly, Coniider that thy conditi- 
on is not alone , all that God will 
crowne he thus crofles, and all he makes 
* 1a. 20, £9 live, be thus crucifies , and all he 
& 5. heals, he thus wounds; * and therefore 
114. 61. 1, When thou art moſt under the burthen 
2,3: of ſinne thinke of David, not onely in 
this text, but inthe 5x Pſalme, and in 
many other places, where he cries out 
as a man undone, fo did Paul; Rom. the 
7. lodid Feremiab, fo did Efay, ſaying, 
Wee zs mee, jor { am undone , being a man 
of unciean Lps, Eſay the 5, and thes. 

Fcurthly , Con der ir is Gods ay, 
rot cnely by Light to difcever daik- 
nefſe . but by diſcovering Darknefſe and * 
Death bring thee to Light and Life; 
i keicſer under the Cloud Jooke tothe 


Concluſion, 


het hn A. 
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Concluſion ; and behold Light : for 

though there be darknefle in the habi- 

tations of A#gypt, there is Light 1 in the 
dwellings of * Iſrael ; my meaning is, * Exoq.16 
though there be trouble and darkneffe 23 $23. 

in thy Egyptian heart, yet there is e- Micah 9.8. 
nough Love and Light in the boſome of 

Feſus , which is the place of reſt for the 

I [raelites of God to dwell in. 

Fitthly, Confider, That though God 


_. Inthyeyes ſeemes to frowne, yer know 


that they are but the beginnings of his 
{miles. And though in thy eyes he hath « 
ſeemed to withdraw himſelfc, yet know 
It is but for a moment, and he will meet 
thy heart with everlafting Lindnefic, 
Tſaiah the 54. and the 8 verſe. 
Objef. But alas my trouble hath been 
very long, and therefore I feare it is not 
that burthen which Ged is ſo ready to 
remove, which r:akes methinke wy heart 
1s noct-Saint-!ike fencible. 
An(w. To which I ſhall anſwer thus ; : 
That it may ſreme long in our eyes , yet 
if it be Gods time it 1s not long, Tſa. 54. 
8. 
"ESE" , Conſider that though «| - 
have ſtayed long waiting for Heave 
Heaven hath ftayed longer waitingtor | 
us *. E Can. 5.2; 


Thirdly, I-30, 18, 
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Thirdly , Know that It ſhall not a- ' 


bide one houre or moment longer then 


*;Cor. 10. to accompliſh Gods * end : and though 


T3. 


it ſeemes a loſſe, that lofle will be a great 


Fourthly, Though thou haft ſtayed 


long, thou art not alone. David groaned - 


ſo long ill his bones were broken, and 
there was no ſoundnefle left in his fleth : 
ſo when God hath deftroyed thy ſtrength, 
2nd thy {clfe Righteouſneſfſe, which Paul 
calls fleſb,Fhilip.the 3. He will then come 
and not tarTry. 

Objef. But alas I cannot thinke it is 
with others as with mze, for my ſinnes 
are not onely finnes before Converſion, 
but I have oicen withdrawne from God 
tince. 

Anſw. Was not the Prodigall Sonnes 
Condition {o? was it not fo with Da- 
vid, which I defire you to Conhider, and 
other two or three Scriptures, which 
God was pleafed to ſpeaks much Com- 
forr to my heart by : As Feremiai the 3. 
and the 1. and fo on; God fayes in the 
arft verfe thus much ; That it a mans 
Wife be put away for Adultery, he will 
never returne ; But, fayth he, you have 
played the barkst, not with q jew, but many, 

y2t Returne unto me : and gives them. this 
Argument 


| 


| 
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Argument afterwards ; For I am married 

to yous and againe and againe three or 

foure times, he {ayth , Returne unto mee, 

for T am thy God. And thele Intreaties were 

expreſt to a people that were fallen from 

God : and he fpeakes to them before they 

Recurne, that they may returne, It there 
were ſuch heart-carnings after them be- 
fore they returned, what deare affeRtion 
was and is expreſt, when a ſoule doth 
Returne. Deare friends, at your lciture 
Reade over the 26 of Ezekzel, the begin- 
ning of the Chapter diſcovers Gods great 
Love to them when they were in their 
bloud : and how he brought them home 
and beautified them wich his owne beau- 
ty, that was a time of Love. In the mid- 
dle of the Chapter, he diſcovers how his 
people had run from him, and given 
tacir Jewel]s unto harlots, and gone 
a whoring from God, nor onely once 
but againe and againe. Now in the lat- 
ter part of the Chapter, verſe the 59. he 
declares that he might doe by them as 
they had done by him 3; yet in the 60 
verſe, he tells them he will not, but he 
will Remember his Covenant, and know 
further for thy Comfort that he ſpeakes 
this not to a people that were aſhamed, 


but to a people that had dealt _/ 
an 
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and finned, that ſo they might be afſha- 
med. So then it God hath diſcovered 
thy hn, and made thee athamed, (know ) 
that he is nor lefſe carried out in kind- 
nefſe to imbrace thy heart , though per- 
adventure at preſent thou fee it not ;ac* 
cording to that in the 11th of Hoſea and 
the trtt verſe. 

ObjeF. But that which (ads my heart 
is, the longer I live, and the more Light 
| cnioy. I yer ſtil] ſee nor lefle, but more 
dcadnetic. Jarknetic, and baſenefſe in my 

WR heart, 

Anſw. In my anſwer to this obje&ion, 
Conhder theſe things. 

Ficſt, Thinke it nor ſtrange, for this 
18 a truth, thar all Saints finde by Expe- 
rience, that the more they - enjoy difſco- 
verics of Light from God, the more un- 
kindneſſe and darknefle they ſee in them- 
telves, *and it muſt needs be ſo. The 
darker the roome, the leffer the filth is 
diſcovered ; The brighter the Sunne, the 
more proſpeCious the mores, and where 
the beames of the Sunne give out them- 
ſelves, as the flowers give out their ſweet 
{mells; fo the duoghtll gives out his 
noyfome {mell: fo the more the Sunne 
of Righreoufnefſe doth - ariſe in us, 
though the graces in us flowing from 

him, 


— — — 


him , doe give out their ſweet odours 
in their ready giving way to him ; ſo the 
noylome appearances, and the ugly 
ſhapes of the old man doe appeare the 
more 3 as Paul tells you , Rom. the th 
and the gth , That when the Law of the 
Spirit, or the Law of grace came, ſinne re- 
vived, and he dyed : Nay it io Revived, 
that's to ſay, It was not onely diſcove- 
red, but alſo Roſe up in oppoſition a- 
gainſt the coming in of grace, that Paul 
at laſt had little els to glory in, but his 
Infirmities, Cor. the 1. and the 12, the 9g 
and the xorb. Sin is like a fircame, the 
more it is bunged up, the more it will 
roare, Therefore, deare friends, thinke 
it not ſtrange, but rather with ſatisfa&i- 
on fit fitenc in the will of God, knows= 
Ing it to be Gods way as with one hand 
to Lifr up thy heart thorough a diſcove- 
ry of kindnetle, fo to Jay thee low by 
the diſcovery of thy unſutablenefle : 
and he will never leave thee till he hath 
diſcovered all the rotten Roomes in thy 
owne Spirit, and the longer you live 
you will nor fee lefle but more, for there 
is ſtill more to be ſeene, 
Secondly , Knowing it is the Devill 
and finnes way to worke , not onely to 


Endeavour to goe on in its old Courſe 
in 
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in a gractous heart, but being oppoſed : 
by the Spirit of God, ir makes ftill new | 
oppolitions 3 and doth manifeſt it ſelfe 


wich more varieties of motion in oppo- 
ſing Light, then it doth in that heart 
where nothing but darkneſſe dwels , for 
there is nothing to oppoſe it. Now when ' 
the people of God fee ſuch freſh motions +: 
of Darkneiſe ro oppoſe Light, they pre- : 
ſently judge their Condicion worſe then 
ic was before : But they have great cauſe 
to Rejoyce, who are ſencible of theſe 
things; and for your Comfort take no- 
tice, That all Saints fnde not onely by 
comings in of Light, a greater diſcove- 
of finne, but there is really new mo- 
tions of the old Man, in oppofition to 
the new, which never was before; and 
in that fence Paul faith, Sin revived, as 
well as in his ſeeing finne more. | 
Thirdly , In the laft place Confider * 
a Cunning pra&iſe that the Devill hath, 
not onely in making Chriſtians queſtion 
grace, becauſe they ſee themſelves want 
grace, bur in perſwading them that all 4 
motions to finne, is finne, and for that 
End ſometimes in halfe a quarter of an 
houre, he will caſt in a thouſand feve= 4 
rall motions of finne, and though the 
heart doth not Entertaine them, bur lyes 
groaning, 
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groaning, as being afraid of them, yet 
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the Devill immediately will come with 
applications to that heart ; telling him 
that it is impoſſible he ſhould have any 
thing of Heaven in his heart, having ſuch 
unhcard of finnes there, and {innesnot to 
be reported ; The poore ſoule thorough 
Ignorance groanes under this burthen, 
concluding all is truth : And fo is apt 
to exclude all Intereft in Heaven upon 
that accompt. Bur deare hearts, take 
heed of ſuch deluſions ; and doe but 
minde it, and you will fee many ſuck 
appearances every day. But I fhall fay 
no more as to the anſwer of that obje- 
Qion. 

ObjeF. But my Condition muſt needs 
be ſad, and much unlike a Saint, for I 
have not power to exerciſe Faith in 
drawing any Refreſhment from Chriſt, 
or Comfort in applying any promiſe. 

Anſw. Thy Condition is not alone, 
itis and hath been the Condition of ma- 
ny Saints ; but yet in anf{wer to this, 
Pcloved friends, I would have you Con- 
{ider theſe thingy. 

Fiſt, Though it is our dutie, and 
with it our Refreſhments to lay hold 
upon, and to make applications of Jeſus 
Chrift : yet our happinefſe Jyes more in 
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*Joh.is.is Chriſts 1:ying hold of us: * x Fobn +. 
Jud. 24. 10. 

Secondly, It is Gods way many times 
to leaye iis people without the ſenſitive 
part of their Comfort : and though they 
do believe,and do know,and doe fee, yet 
they are many times left without power 
* Hoſ-IT-3 to be {encible they * fee, that ſo in the 
x Joh.5.13 Cloſe they may be brought off from 

Living upon their owne knowing, and 
ſeeing God : and made to Live upon 
Gods knowing and ſeeing them. 
Thirdly , Many times the people of 
God are hindered in applying Chriſt and 
promiſes, becauſe they looke upon them 
thorough a wrong glafie ( viz.) tho- 
rough their owne Righteouſnefſe and 
goodnefſe, and when that ſeemes dead, 
their eyes grow dimme, for there is ſo 
much penurious proceedings in the beſt 
of Saincs, that they will not, nor dare 
not touch a promiſe withour holy hands 
and holy hearts. Whereas wee are not 
tO belceve, becauſe we are holy, but ,wee 
are to belceve being unholy, that wee 
may be holy. 
I now remember what Mr Hocker ſaid 
11 the (aine caſe concerning the hinde- 
rance that Chriſtians meet with in ap- 
plying promiſes. It is with them , ſaid 
4 he, 
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he, as with a man that goes to take a 
ſtaffe in his hand, if he puts the backe of 
his hand to the ſtaffe, he cannot hold it 
cill he purs it in the palme of his hand : 
ſo it is with the people of God ; when 
they goe to a promiſe, they goe to lay 
hold on it with the backe tide of the 
hand of fzich, and that they doe theſe 
wayes. 

Firſt, When they looke upon them- 
ſelves, as they are in themſelves, and 
not looke upon themſelves as they are 
in Chriſt. In themſelves they are altoge- 
ther unworthy : In Chriſt they are wor- 


thy ; In themſelves they are blacke, in *q,, ; g. 


Chriſt they *are comely. 

' Secondly , So they alſo doe when they 
endeavuur to goe to Chriſt thorough a 
promiſe, and not to a promiſe tho- 
rough Chriſt, wherein they move by 
their owne ſtrength, and that's their 
back-ſide, and not by the power of 
Chriſt, which is properly the hand ro 
Lead chem co the heart of all promiſes : 
He is the ſumme of every promiie, and 
all promiſes are ſummed up in him: 
in him we enjoy every one, and wittoat 
him we enjoy never a one+ It you would 
know what a promiſe is, 1 ſhall difcover 


Eph.s. 27. 
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my raough cs in ins ginerall Tearme 
that includes all. 

A p:0a:iſc s the declaration of Gods 
ou will : Chriſt is the principall de- 
cl. and he is alſo the thing decla- 
red : a ſo he is the ſumme of promi- 
ſes, aad in that ſence promiſes are ſum- 
med op in him. 

Tiirdly, Weare faid to goe with the 
back. izic of the hand ro a promite, when 
we io looke upon corruption in us, that 
we dare not apply promitcs of Life, but 
as we ſce finne dye, and doe nor Indea- 
vour tv apply promiſes, that fin which is 
alive may dye. 

.-. And therefore deare Friends, in the 

Cloſe of this Remember two or three 
things, that Experience hath, and Expe- 
rience will Confirme to all belecvers. 

Firft, None applyes Chrift, till Chriſt 
layes bold on him, 1 Joh. 4. 19. 

Seconaly, That no heart brings any 
holintffe to Chit, buc what they firſt 
had from a promitlc in Chrift. 

Thirdly, Itis nor Gods way for us 
to conquer finne, and then belecve, bur 
to Conquer {inne through beleeving, 
1 Fobn 5. 4. 

F ourthly , If the apprchenſzons of fin 

getting 
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getting ſome ſtrength , doth OCCAtlon a 
Saint by feare to weaken faith: that gives 
not lefic but more ſtrength to tinne : þut 
it is Chriſts way to Kill finne through 
belzcving. 
Thereicre beloved Friends, Let me beg 
of you ro bz very {erious in weighing the 
worth of Guds renders,and allo the way 
of Gods tenders, And know this, As it 
is dangerous for men, under the notion 
of beleeving free grace, to give way to 
finne, fo it is dangerous to ſtay fram be- 
leeving grace, till wee Coriquer finne, 
Pray take notice that God brings full= -_ 
nefſe to emptineſſe, and Light to Dark- | 
nefſe, and Life to Death, and goodnefle 
to *unworthineffe. Therefore there is no *Marth.1x 
Soule ſo emptie,and io poore, and ſo un- 28. 
worthy, and fo finfull , but there is e- Row.s. 6. 
'| Nnoughin Chriſt to anſwer all. And deare Ua.40. 29. 
' Friends, take heed that you doe not pe- | 
nuriouſly ſtand our, and fay , you will 
m3ke your felves fic before you come to + 5 
Cirift, That kinde of humititie is great - 
* prid:: And you endeavour to doe that 
which 1s endlefſe ard eafelefle. Therefore 
 Contider, as the promiſe, and your need 
of a prqmiſe, ſo confider che way how co. 
apply. a promiſe, and doe no: endeavour 
| E 2 co 
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to take hold of the ſtatte witt the backe 
of your hand, but the palme: And for 
this End ſeriouſly minde what hath been 
ſaid. And the Lad give us to underſtand 
the truth as it 1s in jeſus ; but I ſhall 
ſay no more in anſwer to this objeQtion, 
nor to the Texc at this time. Though 
there arc many other uſes might be made 
of it; but I ſhall onely at this time Con- 
clude with the words in the Conclufion; 
Which is: 
" That finne to @ Saint-like ſencible heart 
* ax unſuppertable Burthen. 
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The reſtlefle Refolu- 


tion of a Souleto returne to 
God who is Son-like ſencible 


of his wichdrawing. 


Withdrawin gs from God FAR 


dangerous. 


Eare friends, 1 told you be- 
tore that my defire was to 
diſcover to you three things. 
Firſt, How unſapportable 
fin is to a heart thatis made ſencible.. + 
Secondly, How reftleffe a heart is, that 
is ſencible of his withdrawings from. 
God, rill he doth returne to God. Of. 
the firſt | havealready ſpoke, I am na | 
to eriter upon the Cooad, 2nd of that: 
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T ſhall defire to ſpeak fatable, to what. ; 
God hath made known in me; and thar© © —# 
Scripture which I defire to ſpeake uk. It, 


from is : 
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Pſalme the 176. and the 7, verſe. 


« Returne unto 3hy reſt O my ſoule, for 
the Lord hath dealt vountifuly with 
thee. 


37EN which words you may con» 
2 1dcrin general] two things. 

1. An Exftortation. 

2, the Reaſcn and foun- 


dation. 
The Exhortation in theſe words. 
Returne unto thy reſt (O my ſoule,) 
The Reaſon and toundation in theſe 
words. 


For the Lord bath cealt bountifally with 


thee. 

In the Exhortation we may conſider 
ſeverall things. 

Firſt, The party «xhorting, thats 
David. 
.."dtconaly, the party cxhorted, thats 
te foule, O my foule. 

Thirdly, The Exhortation it felfe, 


Returne, In which Fxhorcation there is 


ſomebing imflyed , befides what is <x- 


S:x(:, 
The 


. 
- Td - . 
hs - - , 
h ce > ES_Q_=_w * + 4-o} 
s Cx « 
—— _— = TOI EO FU ITY Y S———_——E+Ate<c ct 


,- - Ax 


eee re i ER. eee — 


Withdrawings from God are dangeroys. 


— 
— 


— — — — ——<— — - 


The thing imptiicd is, that his heart 
had withdrawn from its zeſt. 

Fourthly, there is the manner of the 
Exhortation, it is an earn«ft Exhorta- 
tron. 

Returne oþ my ſoule. 

Beſides, it isa ſpiritual} Exhortation 
therefore he calls upon his ſoule. We 
might now divide the Reaſon 2nd foun- 
dation , as we have done the Exhortas» 
tion, and from each particular draw a 
Concluſion : but that kinde of ſpeaking 
Is neither profitable to you , nor ſatis- 
faQory to my {elfe. 

Therefore we ſhall pafſe over the par- 
ticulzrs , and refluce all to theſe three 
Concluſzons, and they. are theſe. 

Firft, That the beſt of Saints are apt 
to draw from their Reſt. . x 


Secondly, that heart which is made- | 
ſencible by the Lord, that he is wirh- ©-- 
drawn from his Reſt , he'is reſtleſs til” - 
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he doth returne. | 


Thirdly, That the knowledge of 'the.: TOs 
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what is conſiderable to ſpeak to, we ſhal 
ſpeak in the {econd Conclufion, ; 

Do. The beſt of Saints are ſometimes 
apt to withdraw from their Reſt. 

. In the opening of the Concluſion, we 
ſhall conſider thefe things. 

Firſt, we ſhall declare the truth of this 
by Scripture. 

Sccondly, To ſhew you what I meane 
by the people of Gods Reſt, 

Thirdly, We hall declare what it is t© 
withdraw trom thar Reſt. 

Fourthly, Give you the Reaſons and 
grounds, why the beſt of Saints are {ſome- 
rimes apt to withdraw from theic 
Reft. d | 

Firſt, Scripture,its cleare from the text 
it ſelte; for it is clearly implyecd in the 
words , ir had net his ſonle with- 
drawn from its Reſt, he need not ex- 


Her 2.1, Borted It to returne : but yet for fur- 
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i Trdges 10. ther proofe, view at your Icifure theſe 
= 20. Scriptures {olJowing.* 


7 Sam. I2. Secondly, To declare ro you what a 
IO. Szints Reſt is: is that which we are r9 


- 


E 28. | ſpeaketo now In the ſecond place ,zand 


+ 


TH H 6-11. 1,12 it we might diſcover to you the va- 


-P ricties of Reft, which men have, whick 


\ F!91-57-4- fome call a Saints Ref, butir is not ſo; 


SC Paul ; . . 
Korn.'-. tut far from it. Firft, 
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Firſt, There 18a worldjy reft, Hike tO 
the Glutton, Luke the 12th 5haprer, and 
the 19th verſe, Eat and drinke O my cules 
and be at reſt, for thou haſt encuyb Iaid up 
for many yeares. Ic is fo with many men 
in theſe dayes, they are r«ftlefſe til} they 
have gained accommodation, either for 
wealth, or honour, and when that Is ac- 
compliſhed they fic downe, and are at 
reft. But alas, this is not the reſt: fee 
what God ſaith in the 20th verſe ot that 
Chapter. 

Secondly, Thcre is a Naturall reſt ; 
I doe not meane for the body, but for 
the minde : for many naturall men, 
walking civilly in the forme of their 
tore fathers, and are never within dif- 


quieted, being no way from Heaven con=-. :- 


vited, and poore hearts, they- thinke 
all is well, b:cauſe they fee no i11, and 
they conclude themſelves alive, becaufe 
they were never {:nfible they were dead; 


iy 


. Theſe men gog” out of the world as un- E 
{enfible as they: came in, and ſo dye like: 


. Nabal, who endcd his dayes like a flongy. ”.. . 

x Sam. 25. 37. Deare friends, take notieg*: + ;/ 
that this reſt is a miſerablereſt, and' nears ; 
that reft which we are to ſpeaketo. * POR” 


hirdly, There is a DiabolicaH reſts ©: 5 xn, 
- "nn ſome "+3 
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Deut. 29. 
19, 
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ſome men are {o ſwallowed up in finnes 
that they are never fatisfied, nor at reſt 
cill they are a finning. Like unto thoſe 
people in Feremiab the 44. 17. who (aid 
it vas well with them when they offered 
up Incenſeto the Queen of Heaven : and 
there are two ſorts of theſe people. The 
one is thoſe who have lived ſo long in 
fn, thar their onely life and delight is in 
fnning,* The other fort are thoſe who 
have tome inner checks of conſcience , 
by which they are ditquiercd, and they 
to ftop the month of that diſquieted 
minde, will make themſelves drunk with 
{inning,and care not whar time or money 
they ſpend to purchaſe a little peace, to 
expel] that trouble, and rhat houre rhiey 
can. purchaſe that mirth, * or rather 
madneffe, they are then at reſt. But alas, 
the reft of theſe men is not onely ſinful], 
but diabolicall, their condition is much 
to be lamented. 

Fourthly, There is a Legall reft ; I 
call it ſo, beczuſe it is a reſt which men 
attainc to by their exa&t conformity to 
a Law, and not by their acquaintance 
with the Lord. I feare that many goe on 
in this rſt, thinking all is well, when 
alas thereis no ſuch matter, They onely 

reſt 
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reſt upon the rotten reed of rheir owne 
Rightcouſn:ilc, and war '+ 1h: mfclves by 
th. hire of their owne pertormance, but 
the conclujton will be reftlef:, tor they 
will Iy< cowne in ſorrow, Tſaiab the 50. 
and the laft verſe} It thefe forr + people 
are but exz& 1n the forme of their per=- 
formance, 1: 2niwer of a Law or Lerter, 
and tha: G14 ail is well, They have no 
reſtril] rhey doe perform, and when they 
have pertormcd, rhey arc at reft. ] w. uid 
have Gods people reftleſſe ro periorme |, _. 
duty , bar nor. reſt in performing duty. * : 
I would have their reft, as I know ic will, If. 54. 6. 4 
carry them. out to performe duty , but , 
not to reſt upon their performance. 
Fifthly, There is a, Pharifaicalt Reſt * 

that is, when men take Reſt in a bare pro- 
t:fſion, without any injoyment of the 
thing they doe profeſſe, this is ptiarifa- 


ical}: fo it js alſo when men in their {55 
profefiion walk up to gaine the applaaſt . '$*- 
of men*: theſe people have peace when $3dhn 5: 


they judge themſelves approved on, efpes 42. 

clally by a profcfiing people, then a}l is Jokgr12, 

well, bat the Jeaft cenſure there, doth:48+ © 

exceedingly ſadden them ; whereas thgſe:- -: + 

ſoules which have reſt in that Reſt whifth - © 

is the Reſt of Saints, all the commenda- | 
LLON 


29. 
1 Cor. 4-3. 
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* Rom. 2+ tion of mca ; doth not heighten 1 it, * nor 


the Cenfſures of men groundletie doth 
not ftraiten it. Therefore, Deare friends, 
confidzr if Creature-ſmiles will increaſe 
your Reſt, and the frownes decreaſe it : 
your Re{t is but that which will end reft- 
Ic{F-. 

S:xthly, There is another Reſt which 
comes more near to the Reſt of the peo- 
pic ot God, and yet it is deceiving, I 
{cr (90 :NNy of the people of God, reſt 
mn that Ri Iris a Rift which 1s ſcem- 
nglygc vangelically,and a Golpel reſt,bur 
i *y not fo, and it doth conſiſt in theſe 
LNInNYs. 

Fiſt, When men, who thorough a 
{:zzht of rhe great miftakes of all other 
reſtz, and cloe by it condemn Phariſaicall 
Feſt ro be bur beggerly, and legal Reft to 
be very empty, and the other forts of 
Reſts to be very fooliſh, and this they 
are brought to from 2pprehending a 
kigher zvd more glorious diſcovery of 
God, in a way Gf free grace, and Gel- 
p+]-untolGings ; but in this they reſt, 
eng that ther reſt is faſic, in thar they 


rel? Te the & Dart kno: wiedpe, 2nd nor in 
af EXD} ng KnOwne. 


\ 


- Ang ipcy are latigficd by apprehend- 
ing 


\ 
» 


4 *% 


+» aan ir ic re oe oe 


—_ 


x 
, P . 
nd dF - or wo <o —— eo er oo ow 
- "y b 
% 


| * 


'p - - : * _ 


—_— 


Withdrawin "gs from God are dangerous. G1 


AAU EC — a A — — — — 


— 
— 
—— _— — 


ing truth o far as to condemne falſhood, 
and fo reft upon the at of condemaing 
evil, but goe no farther. 
Bur in the cloie of this, take notice 
thus much, that there is many times 
much pride in condemning pride there, 
and much ignorance in condemning 
ignorance there; and thus to reft in con- 
demning the fallacic of reft, though men 
may thinke their ſpirits high, they are 
but low, and in the end ic will appear 
reftleſſe, and though they may be faved, 
yet this work with many others will be 
burnt, Corinthians the 1. and the 3. and _* + 
the 12, 13, and 14 verſes. | | 
Secondly, There are many people i ho 
are exceeding reftleſſe till chey have im- 
braced the external adminifirations of 
the Goſpel, and when they have done fo 
they think all is done, and then are at 
quiet. Alag! if Chriſt b: nor as well $i 
formed in * you, as acknowledged by +4... 1 
you, your combleton is not lefle,- but FE Re 
more ſad; and though you thinke yow - _.”: 
are at reſt, your ſtate is refilefle, * Bur ne/=4,. ic: = 
more of falſe Reſts, though much more *<.o- 
may be faid; buta word or two of chat OT <4 
Reſt, which is the ceſtof Saints. Pe 
Linder the Law there were varicties of TY 


reſts, 
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refts, bur all reſts were ſwallowed 4Þin 
one, as being the Aa pe -t all thoſe 
types: now this reſt is the Lord Jcfus 
Chcitt, as you m:7 {<2 ©* Jarge in the 4th 
of the Hebr-w-s: Nu when we fay 
Chrii: is ih: r- li of Saincs, -or a Saints 
ſabbaoth, we ic co looke upon Chriſt 
as one with God, nay very God, and is 
that Eternall Love and Lite, which was 
and is for ever. Ic jives in God, and is 
communicated to the Creature by the 
Spirit oi God, that Lov: is very God, ag 
you may fee in tne frſt Eviftic of Fobn, 
the 4*k and the 8rb. For it's true, we may 
Isok upon Chriſt as the grand Ordinance 
of God, and fo he is the ſtrcame, and not 
the fountaine, and fo he is inferivur to 
the Farther, as you may ſee, John the 14. 
and the 28 verſe. Now ſo to reſt in, or 
on Chrift, is to reftin the ſtreame, and not 
in the fountaine, ard ina word, it is ro | 
_ reſt upon an Ordinance, though ic be the 
pudl:que aud grand Ordinancz, yet in 
char. fence he is 2n Ordinznce. But a 
Saints reit is to rcf{t in the cer enjoys 
ments of God in Ckriit :; tha: foundacion 
witli ſtand, not only nv, bur when 
Chciſt gives up the King HE ro the 
7; "Ours then all fircamss will be ga- 
27, . | thered 
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thered up into the fountaine, and all 
beames will be gatheredup into the body : 
then a Saint will not be unfeated in his 
Centre, but will be more glorious, for 
God will be all in all, and all in him 
will be one with him in that glory. Wee | 
might ſpeak very large in rctecence to a 
Saints reft, both as ro the Author, and | 
the matter, and the ſweet content a foule | 
injoyecs in rhat reſt, but what I have ſpo- | 
Ken is ſufficient to diſcover a Saints reſt | 
to be unmoveable, io be matchlefle and 
unalterable. O happy is that heart who 
is lull'd afleep in nothing but in thofe . 
Loves, nor doth nor reſt in ary appear- 
ance, though in near relations, but upon 
the marrow of that mercy. Dear iriends, 
thus to ſay is geod, but they and they 
onely are happy, that doe injoy it, .and 
they which duc injoy it are not ableto 
exprefſe the tythe of what they injoy. 
As it is a peace, fo it is a teſt paſtall + 
uncerſtanding.* But no more of this »ppq 46 


tecond thing. | | 
Thirdly, We hal! ſpeake a word or. -* |: 
ewo what it is tor a fouleto withdravs :*: - - 
from ics reſt; and therein we might be - 
very large, in reckoning up many parti '* 
culars, but we ſhall briefly declare onr 
thoughts 


hh 


* Ifa. 59. 
7, Yo 
Icr:12.13, 
Hol. 11, 
7,2. 


X Pro. 24, 
Ze. 


Gen, 6.5. 
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choughts © ir. { Dearefriends ) know, 
that all fartings from * God, either in 
{piricuall communion, or externall 
withdrawings frora any thing that is 
exagly Gods way ( uniefſe God hedged 
u2 your way from it-) is a withdrawing 
from rel; nay, all our gunnings out to, 
( or imbracing ot ) and living upon any 
ching bchides God, though ſeemingly ic 
way have a Law to owne it, yet for us 
( ſo) to imbrace it, is to withdraw 
from reſt, nay all low and looſe aQions 
or thoughts, * which are contrary to 
the minde of God, is a ſtartling from 
God, anda withdrawing from God, and 
ſo a going from reſt, ror God is our reft ; 
all which I leave to you, to beg of God 
to informe you, and fo far to overcome 
you, that you may for ever abide with 
God, from Gods abiding with you. 

Tam now ro ſpeax a word or two to 
diſcover the Reatons and Grounds, why 
the belt of Saints ſgmerimes are apt to 
withdraw from their ref, 

I thall reduce the Reaſons to theſe 
tWO. 

Theoneis taken from them{lves, and 
rhe other is taken from God, As ro the 
acafon relating to themſclyes, we may 

reduce 
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Teduce that to theſe two heads. E: 
The firſt is the grand caulſe. 
The ſecond is the accidentall or occa- 
fionary cauſe. 
As for the grand, it is becauſe there is 
darknefle, fin, and corruption in the beft 
of Saints. 
That which is the reaſon why fome 
men for ever ſtand in oppoſition to God, 
is, that which doth cauſe the people of 
God ſometimes to withdraw from God ; 
| itis the reliques of the old man that are 
)- not yet fully crucified , but ftill move 
* hel-wardand death-ward, to accompliſh 
| its owne ends: and that this remaines 
in the beſt, you may fee Galathians the 
| Sth, and fo alfo in the Romanes, the rb 
| and the 21. which made him cry out 
2 
; 


Jury wo of uh ——"—_— 


thus, the 24. O wretched man : And 
thereforeall the people of God had need 
not onely to watch, * and walke humbly x yq4c. 24. 
b:fore God, but to live much upon God, 42. 
for there is that in ſclfe which will carry Mar- 26. 
 theſoule with a ftrong ftreame from ics 4”: 
proper Centre, Now from this grand 
cauſe, there are many accidentall occafi- 
{ onall caufes flowing from it to cauſea 
> {oule to withdraw from Chriſt, and they 


J are theſe, 
F Þ | Firft, 
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* Gen. 3+ 
1,233, 4355 


6. 
Pla.137.9. 


Firſt, The hearkening to, or diſputing 
with inclinations or temptations to fin, 


this. was the occaſion of Eves and Adams * , 


fal.To admit of a diſpute with fan &temp= 
tation, doth very much ſtrengthen temp- 
tation, and weaken us: and when the 
heart through the power of Chriſt doth 
make fudden refiftance, it doth common- 
Iy conquer with lictle ſpoyle, or breach, 
opon ics owne quiet and peace. 

A diſpute of fin admits of a familiarity 
with fin, and it gives fin opportunity to 
preſent new objeas of delight , which 
never leaves till it hatk drawne the fleſhly 
part of the creature into alabyrinth where 
the heart is much loſt: and then ic hear- 
kens unto any dictates that propound 
reft, and content ; but this ftate is very 
dangerous, and the heart now begins to 
be ſick, happy is that ſoule who is ſeaſo- 
nably recovered, for there is no end of 
{ins promiſes, nor no beginning of its 


performance, till in the end ir brings 


forth death. Romanes the 9. and the 24. 
Deare friends, minde this, and the 
Lord in mercy give you underſtanding 
to keepe at home, and not ftraple abroad : 
I meane to live much with God, and in 
neere communion with his loves. ' No 
more of that. | Secondly, 
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Secondly , Negle&ing fuctety with 
them that live wich God, and to live in 
fellowſhip with them that are not ac- 
quainted with God, is a dangerous occa- 
hon to cauſe tlie people of God to with- 
draw from their reft, * Foſeph had never * Gen.4qz. 
learned to ſweare by the lite of Pharoab, 15: 
had he not come into Pharoabs family, p,, ;.r5 
and ſhew me any place of Scripture where Pro.s. 27, 
any of the people ot God did ever with- 28- 
draw from them that lived with God, 
and imbraced familiaricy and fociety 
with ochers, but they commonly fcIl 
before they returned. Ir is impoſſible to - 
touch pitch , but to be dehiled, *cis not 
poſlible for a man to walk in a corrupt 
Aire, but he muft fuck in fome of the cor- 
rupt fumes. Deare friends, in'the cloſe I 
delire you to mind this, not onelya 8 a 
daty, but as a mercy, to be often wich 


them that are often * with God. They *Mal.3.15. 


are not onely Gods fa&ors, offering and <2 3. 5 


tendering varieties of diſcoveries of Light , . 


and Love, but they are Gods Merchants; C21. 3.15 


nay their hears are Gods Magazincs , 
wherein he dyrh rreaſure up varieties of 
the diſcoveries of his Light, Life, and. 
Love, 
Truly did people know the worth of 
F 7 the 
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the injoying Saints,they wouidnot ſcorn 

them, but rather endeavour to purchaſe 

their ſociety. Deare friends, all | ſhall 

ſay to this, is, prize them that arc pre- 

cious to God, for thcir {octety will be 
rofitable ro you. 

Thirdly , Miſapplying the truths of 
God in Scripture, is an occationary cauſe 
many times of. a Saints withdrawing 
from his reft, as thus : | 

The Scripture clearly diſcovers, that 
all praying in an outward forme is bur 
prating, unlefſe ic flow from the fpirir 
of God, and that isa * truth worth our 
owning, for if there be a thouſand words 
in our forme of prayer, it there be but 
ten words in that prayer which flow 
from the ſpirit, that's prayer, and all 


:the reſt is nothing. Now this truth is falf- . 
ly applied by two forts of people, and 


doth cauſe them to run into evill, and 
withdraw from God. 

Firſt, Of thoſe who think all cxtem- 
porary prayer 1s to pray by the ſpiric ; 
when alas a man by meer naturall parts, 
and by meer acquired habics may be able 
to preach and pray in a forme extempo- 
rary, and yet not be acquainted with the 
Spicic of God, and their runnings from 
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thoſe ſet formes of worſhip, to thofe Ex- 
temporary performances, is a great oc- 
cafion to boulfter many up in blindnes, 
and to cauſe them to Runne to a Refiles 
Ref?. 

Secondly , There are a ſecond fſor:, 
and they are yet further Convinced, th->: 
all pravi=z is ſo emprie without the >;-.- 
ritof G.-,, that they will not atiemy 
the forme till the power ove thes;. 
and upon that ſcore negle& the tort < 
prayer, may be weekes, moneths. ve37c: 
Now, deare Friends, I muſt ſpeak « vor 
to you, relating to theſe peopit, «3. 
then a word or two to them ; as Lo you. 
Fuft, Be very tender of their perſuns. 
Sccondly, Beleeve the truth of this opi-' 
nion, that nothing is --ayer, but what 
the Spirit performes : tor prayer truly 
and properly Conſidered, is nothing els 
but the Exchanges of Gods owne Lan- 
guage, and it flowes from God as well as 
It goes to God ; Its not to alter God, 
ut to change us. Now the miſtakes of 
theſe people lyes in the application of 
this truth : Therefore a word or two 
to them in theſe particulars follows 
ing. 

Firſt, Deare Friends, ſo many of you 

©2 2% 
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as are 0t that opinion, | deare you care= 
tully and candidly to minde what I ſhall 
fay as to that; for I (hall defire to fay 
nothing, but what my Experience hath 
diſcovered to my own heart : And there- 
fore in this firſt particular , take notice 
that 1 fo owne this truth of God (viz. ) 
thac there is no prayer without the Spi- 
rit, that I cannor but acknowledge all 
other ſayings or ſpeakings to be bur 
enpie and vaine : and yet in the ſecond 
place Contid:r. 

Secondly, Though God doth owne 
no prayer but what flows trom his owne 
Spirit, and wee doe well to owne it ſo, 
yer it is better for us to waite for the 
power in the forme , then to waite for 
the power without the forme : and asit 
is our dutie ta Conclude the forme when 
we want the power, to be but a dead 
Carcaſe ; foit' is fomething dangerous 
to negle& waiting upon Ged for the 
power in the forme : And truly if wee 
well Conſidered it, there is reaſon for 
it. 

For firſt, we know wee oftener finde 
God, or rather God findes us in the 
forme, then out of it, Cant, 1. $. Cant.3. 
I, 2,3: 4. Cant. 7. 12, | 
Secondly, 
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Secondly , It is as good to be imply- 
ed in the forme, as to.-imply our ſclves 
in that which is as bad or worſe , which 
7 feare wee often doe when wee omic 
opportunities in lying at the Pooles 
mouth, waiting for Gods comming 
in, 
Thirdly , Know this, that as it is du- 
tie when the Spirit performes it, fo it is 
no finne to imbrace the forme, waiting 
for power 3 ſo that in the Cloſe wee 
Conclude that it is no dutie, becauſe the 
Spirit did not performe it : I know the 
ſence of that will make Saints lye noc 
Iefſe but more low before God. 

Fourthly, Deare Friends, I muſt needs 
tell you in the fourth place, that though 
that opinion be true, that Is no prayer 
without the Spiric, yet know that that 
truth, with many others, are true in 
themſelves, yet if they are not as well 
truly apprehended, as truth apprekend- 
ed, it is not a truth in power in us : and 
I would have you to take notice, that 
it is a very bad figne when the apprehen- 
ſion of this truth is accompanied with 
ſo long a negle& of the forme and pow- 
er, as weekes, moneths, and yeares. For 
though the truth teaches that the forme 
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without the power is nothing, yer that 
Truth doth nor leave the Soule without 
power long ; for though it ſeemes to 
hide it ſelfe ſometimes for a ſeaſon, is 
alwayes comes with a double Inlarge- 


ment : and therefore deceive not your 


ſelves : bur the Lord give you power, as 
to apprehend Truth ; ſo to apprehend 
Truth truly : and if ſo, the application 
will never admit of Libertie to Loofſ- 
nefle, but ſtrong Ingagements to walke 
Cloſe with God. 

I might in this thicd particular about 
miſapplying of Truth, which is an oc- 
caſton of Caufing many to withdraw 
from God, Wee might mention many 
more, befides what we have named, as a 
Chriſtians freedome from the Law of a 
Chriſtians perteQtion : In him in whom 
perfe&tion Lives : and alſo that no un- 
faithfullneſſe in the Creature, can de- 
ſtroy his union with the Creator. Theſe 
and many more glorious traths , which 
are to be belecved by us , yer if they be 
not truly apprehended, and futably ap- 
plyed, will be as well in particulars, 
as Chriſt is in ths Generall, a ftumbling 
blocke, and a Rocke of offence to ſome, 
«8 well az a foundation of Salvation to 


others, 
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others. But no more of the firſt Reaſon, 
why the beſt of Saints are apt (omerimes 
to withdraw from their Reſt, 
The ſecond Reaſon is taken from Ged, 
God is pleaſed ſometimes not to throw 
downe, bur ro ſuffer Saints ro tall, that 
they may ftand more firmely in Gods 
power, and live lefſe upon themſelves. 
God in this deales like a wife Father, 
who is pleaſed ſometimes not to hold 
the Childe, but to ler ir flip, that it may 
ſee it ſelfe to be weake, and to know that 
his power of ftanding is from the father. 
I feare many people look upon this Truth 
with a wrong Eye, and doe conceive that 
finne is not onely permitted, but cauſed 
by God. And they forme their Reaſon 
thus; All power is of God, in him wee 
att, move, and have our * being; if ſo « , _ 
then the very a&ing of finne muſt needs ,8, © 
be of God. But as to theſe people I ſhall Rom. rt. 
onely ſay thus muck, They erre not **- 
knowing the truth, for the a&ion is one 
thing, and the pollution of the a is 
another thing. Sin is the variation from 
a Rule in an A&: and though aGtions be 
cauſed by God, yet the pollution of the 
Aﬀflowes from the ficknefſe and ſoare 
which is in the Creature. But I ſhall ſay 
no 
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no more of that, but beg of you to be 

tender, and carefull to avoyde the Im- 

| bracing of any ſuch thing, as ta lay fin 

* James x, Upon * God) for he is Light, in whom 

x3, 14,15, there is no darknefle, and puritie, in 

16,17. whomisnopoilution : and you may as 

well ſay, that che noyſome ftinkes of a 

dung-hill doe flow from the Sunne, be- 

- canſeic ſmells when the Sunne ſhines up- 

cn it ; as to ſay the finfullneſſe of an 

Aa flowes from Gnd, becauſe the AR 

. towes from the power of God : but I am 

conhdent, thoſe hearts who are Saint- 

like ſencidle of finne, will not lay finne 

upon the Father , though he doth ſome- 

times ſuffer them to fall, that they may 

ſtand the faſter when he 1s pleaſed ro 

raiſe them. But no more in anſwer to 

this Obje&tion, nor yet to the Reaſons 

of the Conclufion, but a word or two 
of Uſe, and to Conclude, 

The firſt Ute, 

If it be fo that the people of God are 
apt to withdraw from their Refi in this 
fence which wee have before diſcovered : 
CO then what cauſe have all the people of 
God, not onely to walke humbly before 
God , but with care and watchfullnefle 
endevcur to avoyde all occaſions that 

may 
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may occaſion their tumbling and with- EY 
drawing from * God. Wee might uſe *2 1% | 
many Arguments , but the thing ir felfe | 71; - 
is ſufficient ; Know that the Eftare of ::. 
withdrawing is a reſtles Eſtate, and the Mark. r 3. 
further wee goe in that TraQ@,the way to 33: 35- 
returne will be the Larger, and with- * *©*+4-7- 
out Returne there is no Ref, 

The ſecond Ute, is to Exhort the peo- 
ple of God, as to watch over themſclves; 
ſo to watch over each other; in anſwer 
to the Apoſtles words in Heb. 10. 25. | 
x Pet. 4. 7. If thy Brother be fallen, Reſtore 
bim with the Spirit of meekneſſe, knowing 
thou thy ſelfe mayſt alſo be tempted Gal. 6. "NF 
x. Deare Friends, the prattice of many | 
in theſe times are quite contrary; for it | 
they ſce one fallen , they will rather lay 
him lower, and unchriftian him, and 
ungrace him rather , then with tender- 
nes and teares endeavour to reftore him. 
But,deare Friend3,I beg of you to avoyde 
ſuch Imployments, and rather minde 
what a Goſpel. Spirit is, and with kind- 
nefſe and care watch ove” each other : 
and if you ſee weakneſs, wants, or fay- 
lings, endeavour to heale, reſtore,and re- 
turne ſuch hearts. 

This Lkfe in the ſecond place is to Ex- 

hortae 
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hort you, In relation to them which are 
not yet brought home ro God, if you ſee 
any run on in finne, and commir iniqui- 
tie, Remember that the ſeed of that Ser» 


* x Cor. 6. pent dwells in*you : and know, that no- 


Il, 


I3. 


thing but free grace hath made a diffe- 


Kom. 11- rence betwixt chem and you, and if they 


We”. fail, and you ftand, it is not you, but the 
pie Zo = 0 


power of Carift in you. And therefore 
this ſhould Exhort you to humblenefle 
and mecknefle towards them , and with 
humbleneſſe and mecknefſe endeavour to 
diiflave them, by mourning over them, 
ſeeing your ſelves in them, and ſaying 
when you fee them commir Iniquitie, 
that fin ſhould I commit, were it not 
trom Jove and grace, which is not mine 
but anothers, The Conſideration of this 
wouid not onely cauſe us to walke 
meekly and humbly towards others, but 
thankfally before God : who hath been 
pleaſed onely through grace to make a 
diftcrence. : 

The third Uſe, Is to Comfort thoſe 
poore hearts, who lye under the ſorrowes 
of their withdrawings from Reft, andare 
apt to Conclude they belong nor to it, 
vecauic they 1un ſo often from it. Deare 
neart?, Conſider, that the beſt of Saints 
| ſome- 
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ſomecimes are apt to withdraw from 
their Reft. Theretore it * David, and Paul. * Pal. 5 x. 
Complaine of being carricd Captive by 4. 5- 
this bedy of fin, well may you: Theretore ROM: 7 ; 
be not diſcouraged, but know thy Con- *-* 
dition is not alone. 
Beſides, further Confider, that thy Reſt 
longs for thee, as well as thou art R. it- 
leſs for it. Further know, thar thouzh 
thou rt weake, and cannot goe ro that, 4 
that will come to thee, and when it comes 
it will Conquer thee with kindnefſe, and 
not upbraid * thee for thy unkindnef{c. *Jam.1- 5. 
and thy weakneſſe will not nor cannot co Jr's 
cauſe want in chat to ſupply thine. Deare = ny 
Friends, the Lord make your hearts con- 
fider this that bath been ſaid, and if any 
be fallen, the Lord caufe them Returne, 
and they that do ſtand, ſo ftand as know- 
ing they may fall , that ſo they may fir 
faſt in thar ſeate, which is a Saints Cen- 
ter and Reſt ; bat no more of this firſt 
Conclulion. 
The {ſecond Conc]ufion in order is this; 
Dodt. That beart which is made fenci-{e 
by the Lord, that be is withdrawne from his 
reſt, ke is Re files till be doth Returne. 
In the p1 ofecution of this Conclufion 
wee ſhall briefely ſpeake to theſe three 
thinge. Firſt, - 


Ev.22.19, 
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Firſt, Proveit to you by Scripture. 

Secondly , Shew you rhe Reaſons and 
grounds why a foule that is made fenci- ' 
ble of his withdrawing from Reft, is reſt- ' 
Is rill he doth returne. 

Thirdly, A word or two of Ute. 
For the firſt, the Scripture is very cleere; 

The very Texr it felfe {hews how Reſtleſs: 
Davids ſpirit was ; for he cryes out, fay- 

2 ing ; Returne unto thy reſt, O my ſoule. You 
may ſee him in the ſame poſture in the 
63 Pſalme, and the ficſt verſe 5 where he 
cryes out in the ſenſeof the want of God, 
ſaying; His foule thirſted for God, and his 
fleſb longed in a dry and thirſty Land , where 
no water was, The words import much 
more; for they Imply as much as this ; 
That his heart broke in longing, and 
that he Tooked upon his condition with 
out a fencible view of God, to be with- 
out 21y fatisfaQion : Likea fiſh our of the 
water, that doth nothing but gaſpe, and 
pant, longing for his owne Element, 
withour which he cannot Itive : [t 18 juſt 
{o with that heart which hath ever raſted 
of Gods Love, cannot long Live without 
thoſe Injoyments : though ſometimes the 
belt of Szints are apt to withdraw, yet 
wicn Light and Lite appeares,Raifing up 
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2 Remembrance of the tormer folace it 
had in Divine Loves, O it pants,groancs, 
and is Reftles, rill againe ic is refreſhed 
with thole Injoymcars 3 and 1t wiil tay 
as Sampſon in anorher Cate faid ; Give me 
ber or els I dye. 

Art your leiſure reade the fifth of the 


. Canticles, you ſhall ſee where Chriſt came 


xo the Spouſe in the beginning of the 
Chaprer, and pur in his finger ar the hole 
of the doore,.that is to fay , he gave in 
fo much Light, & fo much remembrance 
of former Loves, which did not onely 
ſhew her where, and what ſhee was, but 
cauſed in her a Reftleſnes , cill ſhe found 
him whom her foule loved, and ſhe was 
fo earneſt in the purſuit of his ſociety, 
that all the oppofitions, reproaches, and 
ſmicings of the watchmen of the Citie 
could not take her off, but ſhe ſtill cryes 
out,and rel]s the Daughters of Feruſalem, 
that ſhe was ſicke of love, and {he was never 
at reſt til] ſhe had found him whom her 
ſ{oule loved. 

Deare Friends, Look upon any place 
of Scripture, where any ſoule did with- 
draw from God, and is now by him 
made ſencible of that wirhdrawing , you 
will then there finde them very reſtleſs 
till they did returnc. It 
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If you aske me the Reafons for it, they 
are theſe : 

The firſt Reaſon is implyed in the lat» 
ter End of this verſe, which is the reaſon 
and ground David gives his foule to Re- 
turne to Gyud : It is becauſe God hath 
dealt bounritully with ti: Thar power 
of Lite and Light that doth convince a 
ſoule of his withdrawing from God, 
doth raiie up a remembrance and ſence of 
che former {weetnes, pleaty and bounty 
he injoyed in God, Pſal.77.and the 6. Ic is 
that which is cleerly ſeene in the Prodi- 
galls Exprefſions, Luk. 15. where he ſaith, 
There # enough in my fathers houſe. Deare 
Friends, the ſence of this is a conquering 
and over-coming power, and the rather 
becauſe that Light which preſents this re- 
membcance, doth exceedingly plead and 
expoſtuJare with the heart, telling it that 
It was not as now, when he lay in his Fa- 
thers boſome, there be had bread enough ; 
he had there {miles without frownes,and 
was alwayes danled upon the kaces of his 
fathers kindneſs, and was fed wich mar- 
row and fatnes : and then ic will ask and 
demand of the ſoule, faying, What doſt 
thou here? Dezare Friends, I am not able 
to tcl] you how theſe lively appearances 
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of Gods precious plen ty, doth break and 
wound the ſoule; That heart who ever 


lived under it, can and will fay, that it is 


unexpreſlible how the heart breakes in 
longing after God : and how the ſence of 
his fullnes makes it Reſtleſs till ic doth 
Returne. | 
The ſecond Reaſon,Why a ſoule is and 
muſt be Reftleſs that is convinced of his 
withdrawings z Is becauſe that Light and 
Life, which is raifed up in the heart, 
makes that part which is made fencible 
of his withdrawings , not onely ſencible 
of the fullnes of God , but brings him 
into an union with God ; Therefore F 
forme my Reaſon thus : 
Every thing doth and muſt be eager in 
ics running to its Center:God is the Cen= 
ter of the heart, and by the foule thar is 


made fencible, he is knowne to be fo: 


Therefore it cannot but be earneſt in his 
running to God. Streames muſt returne 
to the fountaine,and beames to the body, 


\. & Ohow reflles are theſe ftreames which 


are hindered in their purſuic ! Ie muſt 
needs be much more with that heart who 
is brought to know himſclte one with 


* God: and alfo fencible that he is with- «je,. 3-22, 


drawne from God. The fence of this one- Canr. 5. 
Cy nes Mat.11.22 
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nes and propriety in God, was the cauſe 
of Davids heart-breakings after God,P ſal: 
the 63. and the 1. 

The third Reaſon , That Light and 
power which makes the foule ſencible of 
its withdrawing from God, doth not 
onely ſhew its onenes with God, and a 
fullnes in God, but alſo by it ſhews the 
emprinefle of all things beſides God : 


Take notice it was the Argument the 


Prodigall uſed : that was that he was in 
an empty ſtarving Condition:truly there 
is very much of the ſweet dealings of God 
ſeene-in that diſcovery; for God never 
ſhews this emptines, but by his own full- 
nes ; and when hedoth it, he doth not 
onely ſhew the emprtines in ſomething, 
but in every thing beſides * himſelte; For 
he preſents all things to be as they are, 
and even thoſe things which fin and the 
Devill preſents plcaſant, and lovely, I 
mcaneall the wanton praQizes and with- 
drawings from God, and all glory,plea- 
ſares and contents on this {ide God; fand 
God doth doe it in a way of ſweet pleade 
ing with the hear:,telling it, when it was 
at home in his boſom,it had all contents, 
which was not for a moment, bur for 


ever, and the Jaſt would be beft : and ſay- 


ing 
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ing to the foule , Whar ace all theic de- * 
lights & * Loves thou haft ſpouſed with? Ia. 4: . 
They ſpeake faire, but they end foaule : 2%, 22,23. 
and if they ſmile in the day , commonly ING 23. 
in the night they irowne : or it {mile in * * 
the night, in the day they frowne: All 

content ends with the ation, &all pro- 

fit, pleaſure, and honour , ends with the 

perſon , and place, and what was, is no 


"_ m— 


. more, but all things are vanitie, and a 


meere bubble. Can all the contents and 
pleaſures procure peace in the day of a 
ſftorme, or make thee well when ficke, or 
give thee life one houre when dead 2 No, 
all chings are ſo empty, not onely in 
themſclves, but in their remembrance of 
thee, that when thou ceaſeſt, it takes its 
leave, as never manifeſting more * Love : * Pfal. 7. 
Qh ! ic is not fo, faith the Lord with me 10. 17.20. 
ro thy heart : What I was Iam, and ſhall P3416 
be for cver : andthe laſt will not berthe 
leaft, bur the greateſt (O)the ſence of this 
emptines thorough cthedifcovery of Gods 
fullnes, makes the heart excecding reſt- 
les,till iis feated in thac Center. Friends, 
I coald wiſh my foule were able to dil- 
cover, how taking and over-coming this 
Kinde of dealing is with a poore broken 
heart, but it is God alone that can make 

(3 2 OUT 


- = __ _ w_— 
CO On — — - = _ _ —_ _ = 


,”- 
« 


_ 
——— 


ww 
- H———— - 
— 


— 


- 
' 
. # F - 
- . 
"—w— —- F< m— - 
* : 
oo n—O—R RS COR CC — . Ty , 
: <1 = 
> A 
: *$ LS INV _— 
= ,” "4 
b F » 


out the fullnes of this ro you. I ſhall ſay 


no more to the Reaſons , bur ſpeake a : 


word or two to the Ules of this Conclu. 
fion. 


The firſt uſe is an uſe of Information to ; 
informe us of two things, from what we 


have already ſpoke from this Conclufion, 


Firſt,” Tis to ſhew you how Reſtles that » - 


heart is to returne to God, who is really 
made ſencible of his withdrawings from 


God. It is cafier to keepe a ftreame from 


the fountaine, or a beame from the body, 
then co refſtraine ſucha heart from his re- 
turning to God: Alas, God is not onely 
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his Life, and ſo his Center, but he ſo lives : 


by him that he cannot live withoat him. 
Thoſe dayes and nights wherein a heart is 
thus fencible of his withdrawings, and 


are dayes and nights of Death, and not 


' hath no Refreſhings in his returning, they - 


of Life to ſuch a heart ; and how fad a. 
Condition that is, and how Reſtles that 


Condition is, I leave to you to judge? 


Secondly, You may ſee from what we 
havealready ſaid,that this reſtles running, 


out to God, doth ariſe from Gods ma- 
king the heart ſencible of his withdraw- 


ing. Therefore this is to Informe us, that 


the power of a hearts returning to God, , 
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is of God, * Oh what cauſe then have *Can, 7.4 4 


ſoules in that condition, to acknowledge Joh. 5.44. - * 


the power to be of God? they cannot 
but cry out as David, Pſalme the 66, and 
the x6. O come ſee what the Lord hath done 
for my psore ſoule. The mercy and kind- 
nefle of God in this a, is beyond what 
any can exprefle, but he that doth injoy 
ic. Oh you that doe enjoy it, have cauſe 
for ever to ſpeak out Gods love. To con- 
vert a ſinner, and make him a Saiat, is an 
eminent favour, but to returne and call 
home a Prodigall Sonne, is that which 
ſpeaks out much more of the power, kind- 
nefſe, and unchangeable love of Gad: 
Oh you that have taſted of ir, let your 
life ſpeak out Gods love, and I ſhall ſay 
no more to you but this that Chriſt 
ſayes, John the5. and the 14. Sin no more 
leaſt a worſe thing come unto you. 

In the next place, this may Informe us 
of the great miftakes of ſome men, who 
in theic writings and expreſſions declare 
that they are againe brought home to 
God, but yet they are fo far from being 
reſtlefſe in their returne to God, that they 
rather reſt in their ſatisfying of others, 
then in their aſſurance of their entertain- 
ment with God, Alas, Gods mercy is 
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double and ireble, in returning fuch a 
hearc to him(clfe, bur the returnes of 
ſuch are hardly fingle towards him, bur 
co ſuch I fhall ſay no more, but rather 
with teares beg that they may be ſenfible 
of the want of ſenſe, I meane of their 
withdrawings from God : I am ſure 
then they will be reftlefle till they doe 
returne. 

Againe, This is to informe us, If it be 
ſo that thoſe hearts who are withdrawne 
from God, when made ſenſible, are fo 
r<{Hefſe till they doe returne, then "tis no 
{ſtrange thing why they get ſo much 
ground of them who have all this time 
ſtood, and not withdrawne. Chrift ſayes, 
Matthew the 19, and the 3o verſe, The firſt 
ſhall be laſt, and the laſt ſhall be firſt. Alas, 
th<te ſoules that arethus recovered, are 
excecGing ſwift in their returnes; though 
Know by experience what It is to capitu- 
late with, or to give entertainment to, 
or to ſhake hands with fin ; the bitternes 
they have found out of thei; fathers heart, 
makes them cleave cloſe. A burnt Childe 
dreads the fire. Deare fiicnds, obſerve it, 
that a child ſo ſoon as he hath gotten a 
knock, commonly doth nor onely leane 
co, but lay hold of with both hands, the 
Mothers knee. | Deare 
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Deare friends, I ſpeake this the rather, 
that any of you that ſtand, may not too 
much rejoyce and glory in your owne 
condition, over them that are fallen, as 
many in this poore Nation are, who 
through a gathered light liberty , have 
put themſelves in it before God broughc 
them to it, and fo have turned their 
liberty into Looſeneſſe. Theſe ſort of 
people doc either belong to God, or they 
doenot, but Iam confident many doe, 
and if ſo, God will bring them home,and 
they will be reſtlefle in their returnees. 
And take notice, you that God hath 
made yet to ſtand, that for ought I know 
theſe poore loft hearts may get ground on 
you ; andtherefore doenot negle& your 
purſuite in ſpending time to cenfure 
them, bur rather double your owne di- 
ligence in your owne purſuite, and en 
deavour with humility, care, and teares 
to recover them. 

The fecond Utle is an Uſe of Comfort, 
to Comfort thoſe poore hearts who are 
fadly fallen from God, and being made 
ſen(ible, are reftlefle in their returnes , 
though their condition ſeemes in their 
owne eyes ſad, yet they have much cauſe 
of Comfort and Rejoycing, and thar in 
theſe chings. G 4 irft, 
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Firſt, Their condirion 1s not alone ; 
there is not onely a David, and a Prodigal, 
but many more who have ſadly fallen as 
well as they, 


Secondly, Conſider that you are chan- 
ged, God Is not changed, for though we- 


be unfaichfull, God is faithfall, and can- 
not deny kim(elfe, as you may ſee, the 
2 Epiſtle of Timothy, the 2, and the 13. 
Malachy the 3, and the 6 verſe. 

Thirdly, Conſider that there 1s as 
13uch readinefie in God to receive you, as 
reſtiefnefie in you to be received by him. 
Doe but view what Chriſt {ayes about the 
loft ſheep, Luke the 15.. the 5, 6, and 7. 
verſes; there was greater rtoycing for 
the returne of that one, then was for the 
ninety nine, it was ſo with the loſt groat, 
and with the Prodigall more then his 
elder Brother, Luke the 15. and 30. verſe. 
All theſe Scriptures hold forth the great 
rejoycing God takes in, and the great 
readinefſe of Gods giving entertainment 
to a poore ſoule thus returned. | know 
the Deviil doth ſet upon ſuch a heart 
drawing Arguments, not onely from the 
reach of a Law, but their (inning againſt 


Light and Love, which Arguments are of 


{uch a power and force, ſufficient to finke 
any 
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any ſoule in the world, were it aot tor 
the abundance of love and kindneiſe 
given in from the Father, ſuitably ar tuch 
a ſca{on, But, Ob deare foules, I ſpeake 
to them which arc in ſuch a condition, 
doe not be di{couraged, but confider, not 
what you are in your ſelte, but what you 
are in God, and at your leiſure view theſe 
Scriptures, Feremiah the 3,and the 1 ver. 
Zech. he 13, aad ihe x, Tfay the 1, and rhe 
18, Ta. the 43. the 22,23, 24,and the 25, 
and 26. vecics, Iſa. the 44. the 21, 22. Tfa. 
49.the 15, and 16. Fer. 31. and the 20. 
Read the 16. of Ezekiel, from the firſt co 
the laſt. x1 Ep. of Jobn, 2, andthe 1- Mat. 
the 11. and the 28. Pſalme 147. 3. 

The Third and Laſt Ute is an Uſe of 
Exhoctation, to Exhor:t all that are chus 
fallen, and thus made ſenſible, that chey 
give glory to God for giving of them a 
heart againe to returne; it's a double 
mercy, Oh what hath God done for you? 
he hath not dealc by you as you have 
dealt by him, Ezek. the 16. the 59, and 
the 60. verſes, but he hath"returned love 
for hatred, and ſhewed himſclfe to be a 
God, though thou waft but a creature; O 
praiſe him and prize him, looſe no time 
in ſpeaking out his Love, thou haſt loſt 
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too much timealready, all thy dayes are 
too little to declare what God hath done 
for thee. But I ſhall ſay no more of this * 
uſe, nor of this concluſion, but I ſhall - 
ſpeak a word or two of the lafl Conclue : 
fon, and fo conclude. . .- 
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Pſalme the 116. and the 7, verle. 


Returne unto thy reſt O my ſoule, for 


the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. 


=== He third and laft Concluſion 1s 
=y $f! from the ground of Davids re- 
&! ſolution, in theſe words, 
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For he hath dealt bountifully with me. 
| The Concluſioigfrom thence is this : 


That the knowledge of the fullneſſe and 
| bounty of God, is the chiefe ground to turne a 
| foule to God, which bath withdrawne from 
God, | 
| ſhall fpeak very briefly of this,becauſe 
I ſhall havean occafion in my: ſpeaking 
 { &o the third thing, viz. The Enfercain- 
| ment a ſoule finds with God, ts ſpeaks. 
much of the bounty and plenty he Jnjayes-: 
in God. The word plenty implyes fylly-* - 
nefſe without any cmprinefſe, readineſſe *- - + 
without any backwardneſſe , freenefls' *- 
without reluQancy , to doe that which  :. 
he is a doing : and upon all thofe ac- 
| COUnts 


There is n0 ReSt out of God. 


counts Gods bounty is fully and clearly 
' demonſtrated, * in the diſcoveries of him- 
. {cife tons, for he doth not onely tender 
-6. grace freely , but in that holds forth a 
' ſupply fully,and in diſpenfing he doth it 
readily and d: lightfully.lt is the joy and 
dclight of God to give out Love to loft 
heartsz never did any ſoule withdraw 
from God, apprehending a want in him, 
Nor ncver doth a ſoule turne home againe 
to God, but through the knowledge of 
the bounty end plenty thar is to be injoy- 
«din him. That which moved and carry- 
ed ©n the Prodigal, was the remembrance 
that there was cnough in his Fathers 
houſe, Luke the 15. and the 17. 'Tis that 
which here in this Text is fully diſcove- 
red, for he calls upon his foule toturne 
ſaying, He bath dealt bountifully with him. 
If you look in the 5*Þ of the Canticles,you 
ſhall ſee that that was the ground which 
drew the Spouſe after Chrift, with ſo 
much eagerneſle, it was the fullneffe, and 


ks 


matchleſſe excellency ſhe ſaw in Chrift, | 


as you may ce at large, from the Io verſe 
to thelaſt, and ſherels you that he is the 
chiefeſt of 190, verſe the 10, and fo ſhee 
gccs on, and in the laſt verſe, ſhe ſaith, 
Flu mouth 3 moſt ſweet, nay, he was alto- 

gether 
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gether lovely ; this diſcovery of bounty 
and love, did not onely draw the Spoute 
but did alſo cauſe the daughters of 
Feruſalem to enquire after Chrift, chapter 
the 6. and the x verſe, Where z« thy beloved 
gone, that we may ſeek, bim with thee ? this 
was the ground that cauſed Tjrael to re- 
turn to God, Feremiab the 39, in the laſt 
part of the 22 verſe, Tſrael ſaith, We come 
unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God; in 
the 3. verſe he tells you it was 1n vaine 
to hope for ſalvation from ihe hills, or from 
the multitude of the mountaines, for in the 
Lord our God is the ſalvation of [ſrael, which 
words imply, as a ſafety in God, fo a 
ſufficient ſupply from God : So that from 
all theſe Scriptures you may clearly ſee, 
That che diſcoveries or knowledge of 
the bounty of God, doth draw and turne 
a foule to God. that is withdrawne from 
God. It you ask me the Reaſons, they 
are theſe. 

Firſt, It is Gods way to conquer « 
foule, and crucific a ſoule to things be- 
low himſclfe, by appearing more fall and 
glorious then all things befides him. * 
The Sun drawes up all mcns eyes to ad- 


it, by our-ſhining and out-glory ingevery 
light 


K Ifa. 40. | 


SE: G I5,E6, 17 
mire it from other Lights that are below 18,2x, * 
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lighe beſides it feife, The Father never 
comes, but he brings ſo much in his han4 
and heart, that the ſoule cannor fee or 
enjoy cl{ewhere. 

Second Reaſon, It muſt needs be ſo, 
for rthac lighr and lite which turns a foule 
to God, through rhe diſcoveries of God, 
doth preſent and diſcover God to be as he 
is : if fo, then it muſt needs be a know- 
ledge of the bounty of God, for God is 
bounty * it (clfe. Whoſoever hath a view 
of God, muſt nceds ſee all variety and 


plenty in him, for it is not onely of him, | 


but ſo one with him,thar we cannot view 
one, but we muſt view both, for there is 
all variety in unity, Pſal. 16. 11. Revel. 
. alt. 
; Third Reaſon, As ic is Gods way to 
preſent himſclte ſo, and as it muſt needs 
be ſo, becauſe he is fo, fo there is a great 
neceflity for it; for a ſoul is no ſooner in 


his way towards God, bur {in, and the. 


Devil, with varietics of Arguments, doe 
endeavour to encounter the ſoulz, and 
preſents it with varieties of obje&s, to 
perſwade the heart to bow downe, and 
worſhip ic: it was the very fame way the 
Devil took with Chriſt, as you may (ſee in 
the 4th of Matthew, verſe the 8. and the 
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9. Luke the 4, the 5, and 6 verſes, Bur 
take notice of all the Devil and fin pre- 
ſents, it is not onely alye, bur in the beſt 
itis but things relating to this tranfitory 
and empty being, bur truly did not God 
ſpeak out that which the Devil andiin 
cannot ſpeak our, the hearts of poor crea- 
tares would very much ftamble, but the 
Father is pleaſed, not onely to unſpeak 
what the Devil faith, but to out-ſpeak 
and out-ſay whatſoever the Devil and fin 
can ſay, and by it the Father is pleaſed 
not onely to put words into a Salnts 
mouth, but alſo abilicy in his heart, by 
which the ſoule is made able to refift fn 
and Satan. I am fare that heart which is 
acquainted with this condition, knowes 
what great need and neceſſity there is of 


thoſe diſcoveries, to ſupply him with' 


ftrength , when he is with temptation 


ſurrounded. Burt [ ſhall ſay no more as to 


the Reaſons. 

Obj. Some may Objca, and ſay, What 
hath been faid ro theſe Reaſons, holds 
forth ſo much,as if the drawings and diſ- 


coverics of God, were the good we injoy 


by him, and nor the Effentiall good that 


1s confid:red in him, and if fo, that kind. 


cf Love and Life muſt needs be (clfiſh. 
An. 
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An. In Anſwer to this Obje&ion | 
ſhall preſent you with theſe particulers. , , 
Firſt, Thoſe hearts that thus Reaſon, 
] feare are not acquainted with the dif- 
coveries of God,for if they are,they know JC 
itis impoſlible for a ſoule to injoy the ' 
ſtreames, but they muſt be ſwallowed up , 
in the fountaine ; and it is impoſlible for ; , 
a heart to love God for loaves, and not { 
for himſcite, that is acquainted with his -; 
Loves. It is not here as it is in Creatures , 
contents, far «ihe ſoule is no ſooner in 7 
this ſenſe in Go4s hand, bur at the ſame, 5 
time he is ſcatcd and centred in Gods | { 
heart ( I ſpeak after themanner ofmen ) ' j« 
but thoſe hcaris which Live in the Loves ++ 
of God, know what I mean. hi 
Secondly, The bounty we receive by. 9 
God, in a m<taphoricall diſcourſe, ſeems de 
to be diftin& from God, buc in Gods pt 
ſenſe, and that Saints ſee the bounty of t+ 
God, end God, is both one, unlefſe you w 
ſpeak of Gods bounty in a providentiall {© 
ſenſe, bur according to our intent in this | jit 
diſcourſe, God is love, and love is God, jo 
according to fubxs words, the firſt Epiffle. fri 
of jchn, the 4 Chapter, and the 8 verfe;- w: 
and fo the bounty of God, is one with G 
God, and God one with thar, and he that. ra 
Joves 
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l } Joves one, muſt love both;bur not as two, 
* but one { for they are one )) But no more 
t, | to the Objection. 
{- A word or two briefly of Uſe, and fo 
W concludc. 
be * The firki Uſe is an Ulſe of Reproofe,and 
IP of fad Complaints againft thoſe thar are '. 
JD : wantonly gone trom God. It rgnere be any = ” 
ot {ſuch here, give me leave to defire you fe- Xe 
Is rioufly to conhder your condition, and 
© to weigh well from what you are fallen. 
Was there not enough in God, #hy went you 
' frombim 2 The truth is, that faying lyes 
| ſad upon my owne ſpirit, yer give me 
| ) | leave to tell you, and my owne heart, 
&8 . there is not that abroad which we find at 
home, and * hatever you may * be poſleſt *Pro.20.1. 
by-' of, through the deiuficns of a ſeeming Kom.7-28. 
ms delight in fin, which prompts fleth 
ds- plead for that tinfu}] livzrty, Yet know, Heb.3-13. 
of though ir may ſeem ſweet. in the palare, Ifa. 57.37. 
ou when It comes to concoRion is will be RoW5.23. 
all fo rac tro; cormmanicating ſtrength ro 
his | jite, that ic will briog forth nothing but 
od, ſorrow, weakneſle, and death. Beloved 
file. friends, amoneit all the people in the - 
fe;- world, taat undervalue the bounty of 
ith God, and goe from him, none fo defpe- 
hat. iately dangerous as thoſe who have ofcen 
ves H refreſhed 
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refreſhed themſelves with Gofpel-diſco- - 
verics , from whence they have injoyed © 
much ſtrength, and by ic ſeem to trample } 
upon all tranfitory contents, for theſe to ; 
*[{a-23.14. $9e again down to Zgypt, * and to ſhake , 
Heb. 6. 6. hands with their old enemy, endeavou.- | 
Heb 19.26. ring to make friendſhip there, I meane | 
with fin and corruption, their condition 
is very ſad, and they are not able to givea + 
reaſon for what they doe, if they would | 
exaaly and candidly examine their owne 
hearts, they would be aſhamed : There is | 
no ſoule that thus ate, but he is worſe ,. 
then Eſay, who ſould his Birth-righr for | 
_ a mefſle of pottage, * and worſe then Fu | 
das, that ſould Chrift for thirty pieces of | 
- falver. Let the finnes that they prattice, 
bring all the honour, pleaſure,and profit, * 
it will not beable to weigh downe Juaa- 
: fes, and Eſay's portions; and doe but 
view what was the reſult of them, and, 
you-may ee your felfe in them, and 2 
great deale worſe. Alas, Fudas ſould a! 
Chriſt without, but you endeavour to; 
fe]l a Cirift within; Eſay ſoulda port! c 
on that was in ſome ſenſe but earthly, - tt 
but yours is a h:avenly. Of: it is a mercy tt 
that our title in heaven ſtands upon ſfuch @ 
a foundation, that we doe not retaine UV 
that, 
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>= that, but that recaines It ielte for us ; 
ed * and though we like the Prodigall change 
le > abroad, yet our portion with our Father 
tO; js unchangeable at home. Dear hearts, the 
ke . knowledge of this is no ground at all for 
U=  Joofſnefſfe, * but the ſence of this will ex- * Rom. 6: 
ne \. ceedingly wound our ſpirits, when we 1, 2+ 
On j. are made ſenfible how ill we have dealt 
ea + with him that deals well with us. O doe 
16 | but confider your ſelves under a diſpute $3 
ne with God, fay he ſhould ſay unto you as 4 
218 | he did unto the Church, Tſaiab the 5grh, 
riſe. andthe 4th, het could © done more to you 
for | then T have done? or Hoſea the 6th, and the 
' 4*h,0 Ephraim, What ſhall T doe unto thee, O 
of i Fudah, what ſhall T doe unto thee ? Adding 
ce, this, which in your owne hearts you muſt 
fit,* needs <queaſt with, if you have cxperi- 
44-; ence of Gods bounty, Did not T, ſaith the 
DUt: Lord, lay thee in my boſome, azd carry thee in 
nd, my arms, and * had thee often into my WWine- *can. a:4. 
d a Celfer, and refreſhed thee with fliggons of 1{a.40.1t. 
d aj wine, and my banner over thee was love, didft 
to; thou ever come to my boſome, and went away 
rti-: crying for want ? Nay, what ſoever thou hadſt, 
ty, - thou mighteſt bave had more,thben why woulcſt 
rcy thou goe from mes Alas, waat will you 
ach anſwer tneLord? () chat ihe ſame effe&t 
ine upon ſuch a diſcy:irſe may oe feene in 
nat, HH 3 YOu, 
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youchat was ſcene in the people of I ſrael, | 


the 2 of Judges, the latter part of the 4 
verſe, Whea the Angel had reckoned up \ 
the kindnes and goodnes of God in the | 
former verſes, The Text ſayth ; The people ; 
of Iſrael lift up their voyces & wept, I know ' 
no Arguments can divert a heart who is þ 
gone from God,rill God comes.My own 


experience proves that,or cls I ſhould uſe > 


many Arguments ; but I ſhall ar preſent | 
eraſe, onely mourning over thei, defi- | 
Ting the Lord thorough the diſcoveries 
of his Bounty to returne them, then they 


will ſee the truth of what I have heere}' 


ſaid. But I ſhall torbearegand fay no more 
to this Uie. 

The ſecond Uſe,Is an uſe to Exhort al 
choſe hearts that have withdrawne from! 
God, and thorough the diſcoveries of hiz! 
bounty are brought home againe to God, 
to blefſe and praiſe God, O what bach 
God done for your poore fouls; nay, 
Confider not what he hath done, but) 
how hc 01d it ? Ic was thorough a diſcos| 
very of his own? bounty : he might have; 
done by you, as you have done by him, 
But alas, he cannot, he remembers rhe 
contra he made with thee in thy youth, 
Ezekiel che 16. and the 5g and 60 ver 
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, You have great Cauſe for ever to ſpezte 3 
A. { our in your Life the kindnefil: and love of 
of ' God, wioas pleafed ::t ontiy to lag up 
"Y a portion in his bounty for you, bur 
oo thoroveh the diſcoveries of his bounty 
is & to bring you home to him, when atrer 
mn | you have done all the ill you can againit 
fe + him, God doth moſt Eminently appeare 
ne | In this to be a father not onely free and 
fe! fall, bur unchangeablc: {3 declare where - 
:egt Ever you come the unſearchable mercy, 


and kindnefle of God , how often have 


you frowned upon him, but he ftill 
- ſmiles upon you ? you have runne from 


him, bur he runs after you. And though 
you have cauſed him to ſtand knocking 
at the doore, begging entertainment, cill 
his head was filled with dew , and his 
lockes with the dropes of the night, Can- 
ticles the5. and the latter part of the 2 
verſe. O Conſider this, and as he hath 
prized you, prize and praiſe him, and re- 
member that when he returncs you , he 
doth not onely bring you to bounty, 
but thorough the diſcoveries of bounty 
he returnes you. The worke is his , doe 
not onely praiſe him, but lye low before 
him , Conſidering how much you are 
bound to him, and goe no more fron 
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There is no Reſt ont of God. | 


God; Bur I thall jay no more to this uſe, 

nor to this Conclufion , but the Lord, 
make you ſencible of what hath been ſaid, 
Beloved Friends, 1 did engage my iclfe to 
make knowne to you what the Lord hath 
made knowne to mee, as in relation to' 
the unſapportable burthen of hnne to a 

fencible heart, and the reftles longings of 

a Soule to returne to God, who is ſenci-| 
ble of his withdrawing from God ; So 

aiſo ts diſcover in the third place, the' 
{ſweet Entertainment that the ſoule finds} 
with God when he is brought home. As} 
I defire to declare futable ro what God 

hath declared ro me, ſo 1 defire to ſpeake 
it from that Scripture, in and by which: 
the Lord was plealed ro ipeake it forth* 
ro me, by which he did very much refreſh | 
and encourage my pgoore and unworthy | 
Spirit : The Text is in theſe words fol-: 
lowing, ' 
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A Diſcovery of the 


ſweet and unexipected En- 


tertainment that wandring 
hearts meet with in their 
Returnes to God, 


The Prodigalls Entertainment 
with his Father diſcovered. 


Luke the 15. and the 20 verſe. 


And be aroſe and came to bis Father , but 
when he wat yet a great way off, bi Fa- 
ther ſaw him, and had compaſſion , and ran. 
and fell on his neck and kiſſed bim. 


S > SiAEloved Friends, Theſe words 
[2 doecleerly and ſweetly Ana- 


tomiſe the tendernes of Gods 

Sodf4 affection, as he is a Fathers 
and the truth is, thoſe hearts that doeby. 
the Spiric of the Lord, Really view Gad- - 
in theſe words as he is preſented,.cannot-- 
but as a Sonne be melted and overcome .- -- 
in the ſence of the Fathers kindnefle; Az. 
for the firſt part of the words, Concern- 
we, 
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ing the Prodigalls riting and coming 
towards his Father, I fhall not fay any | 
thing, baving ſpoken at large what is 
there includcd in our former diſcourſes. : 
I ſhall onz}y 1peak ro the unexpe&ed En« | 
tertainment. the poore Procigall found 

with the Father, and that is implyed in | 


theſe words; But when he was yet agreat } 
way off, bis Father {aw bim, and bad compaf- | 
fion, and ran and fell upon bis necke, and kiſſed 
bim. Ali which doth wonderfully mant- 
feſt he fall, free, and tender kindnefle of | 
God, to unkinde Creaturce. | 
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Before we come to fpeake of the En- 
_rertainment it ſelfe , wee might ſpeake 
ſomething of the pariy Entertained : | 
And as to him we might ſay ſomething 
of his reſolution to come, his preamble 
in coming, his apprchenfions abour his | 
coming, and how much his Entertain- |- 
ment did Extend al! : Al whict you may 
tee in the dependance of rheſe words on | 
the foregoing veries: but | ſhall pafſe over } 
that, and onely ſumme up ali in thisge- 
nerall Corclufton, which wee ſhall ob- 
ſerve from the words as they have depen- 
danceupcn the former verſes. | 
Dot. That ſoule which 3s breughr bome 
to the Faiker, through a ſence of his owne 
wanadrings, 
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with bis Father diſcovered. R305 
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Ng mandrings. meets with unexpetted Entertain= 
=F 1 ment 3:4:h the Father when he comes. 


LE It ;0u rcade tne tormer vertes,you will 
es. not inde the Prodigall expeting ro meet 
He the Father before he came to the Father : 
nd | And for the Father to runne when he 


in |} onely went. And for the Father to fall 
| upon his necke before he fell downe be- 
1 fore his Father ; Nay his Father kiffed 


ed him before he could confeiſe how un- 
Ib worthy he was of a kitle : cruly the very 
of | thoughts of this is a Cordiall ſufficient 


to put Life to a dying Spiric, and doth 
I= F exccedingly advance the glory of Gods 


(e grace and Lov*:Fipecially it you fee how 
|: | God by this Love doth not onely give 
g unexpected Entertainment,and fo in that 
e went beyond the apprehenfions of the 
's | Prodigall, bur he did alfo prevent the 


- j|- Prodipall in his pradtiſle ; for the poore 
4 wandring heart being ſencible of his 
1 | wandrings, and what a breach by ir he 
r apprehended he had made in his Intereft 
. in his Father : he now reſolved to. doe - 
that whica all poore Soules in the like-,-, *-_- 
Condition, doth endeavuur to doe, in- © 
their returniag to God, to prompt their *»*? ©. + 
p.:-4 expeaation of their Entertainment with . _ 
kc, HÞ God : they reſolve to doe and ſay ſome- 
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The Prodigalls Entertainment 


ee 


thing to make way for their Entertain- 
ment. As the Prodigall here in theſe 
words; I will ariſe and goe to my Father, 
and will ſay, I have ſinned againſt beaven, and 
againſt thee, and am no more worthy to be cal- 
led thy Sonne, make me as one of thy hired 
ſervants. Poore foules, when they have 
thefe preparations and reſolutions, they 
have ſome hopcs that God by it may be 
wrought upon to manifeſt L »ve againe. 
Dearely Beloved,that God may ſhevs you 
theemprincs of this foundation : {ce how 
Gad goes beyond the poore Prodigall : 
B-tore ever he ſaid any rhing, the Father 
{aved him ; and when he did but come 
the Father did runne, and before he ever 
performed his reſolutions, his Father 
tranſcendently anſwered his exp Gation 
and defires,falling on him and kiffed him 
b*fore he fell downe in the preſence of 
his Father : Beloved, the Father is God 


andnot man, he moves all, bur is moy'd 


by none; preparations are wrought by 


him, bur they are no Caufes moving and 


- procuring Entertainment with him *. 


Eit:&s ofhis Love cannot be the Cauſe, 


* & this would all Prodigalls fay in their 


Recurnes,it they were ſenctble what God 
1s: and ihey will bedrawne to acknow- 


ledge 
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ledge it from their Injoymenc of the un- 
expe&cd Entertainment with the Father. 
Poore David , when he had finned againft 
God, ſaid, He would confeſſe bis ſinne, but, 
faith he , when T jaid I would confeſſe , God 
forgave, Pſa]. 32. and the 5. So that when 
he did onely Reſolve to confefic, before 
it was done, God did aGually forgive. 
The very fame you rnay fee in Ephraim, 
Ferem.31.18, 19 vcrſes, he there bemones 
himſelfe, being aſhamed and confounded, 
thorough a ſence of his owne unſutable- 
nes, crying out to be turned to God, as 
knowing himfelfe undone without him : 
but fee in the 20 verſe what a tranſcen- 
dant and unexpeQed Entertainment he 
found wich God,Expreli in theſe words ; 
Epbraim my deare Sonne, as be a pleaſant 
Childe, for ſince I ſpake againſt him, doe ear- 
neſtly remember him ſtill, therefore my Bowels 
are troubled for him , I'will ſurely have mercy 
pon him ſaith the Lerd.O what {ſweet foule 


melting Expreflions are theſe ! It was an.- 
Entertainment far beyond Epbraims Ex--. 
peRation z and as Ephraim , ſo all poore © 
ſoules who have ſtrangely wandred from 


the Father, and are aſhamed in theic Re- 
turnes to beg Entertainment, even in the 


loweſt degree, They undoubtedly ſhall be 


I 2 ſweetly 
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E* Can.2.4. 
$ Cant.3.10, 
| Ulae 62. 5. 


ſweetly Entertained, beyond what they 
doe or can expect. If you aske me the 
reaſons why wandring hearts in their 
Returnes finde Entertainment beyond 
theic ExpeQation; The reaſons are theſe. 

Firſt , B:ciuſe Gods thoughts are not 
our thoughts : Efay55 :he 8and 90. buc as 
the heavens are above the Earthyio are his 
thoughts zbove oucrs, in relation to the 
diſpeniziion of mercy To undone ſoules. 
Theconfirmation of which truth is Gods 
intent in that Caapter, and thoſe Verſes. 
Alas, the poore heart, that is wounded 
in the ſer:ce of his owne fins, and deſires 
nothinz more then Entertainment , if it 
were but to look upon God at the doore, 
and to be owned by him, though he did 
not fit at theTable with him.,and had but 
aſmile, though not kiſſes , and Ilookes of 


Love, though no I:nbraces ; Though as a 
Servant, yet he would thinke himſelfe 


nappy. Dearely Beloved, You ſhall not 
onely ftand at the doore, bur * fit downe 
at the Table, and not onely have ſmiles 
end lookes of Love, but varieties of Kiſ- 
fcs and Imbraces ; and Entertainment far 
beyond thy ExpeQation ; beleeve it to be 


fo, for Gods thoughts are not thine. 
Second Reafon;Every poore wandring 
ſfoule - 


++ 
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ſoule in his Returne is apt to look upon 
God thorough himſelte, if not thorough 
his Corruptions, yet thorough the nar= 
row meaſure of his owne Reſolutions 
and Reformaticns :and doth meaſure his 
mercy and Entertainment in the Comes 
paſſe of thoſe narrow Limics : But alas, 
that is not a glaile to behold God in, ora 
meaſure to meaſure his mercy by. Suta- 


ble co God is his kindnes, and Love, and 


ſutabie to that mcaſure is our entertains. 


ment. The Creatarcs Earertainment 18 
ſutablc to irs appreheniion, & apprehen- 
ſion 1s furable co rhe glafſe it apprehends 
the objeft in. Now ſeeing the poore crea- 
ture eyes God, & his entertainment with 
God, thorough che narrow Compaſle of 
hin:ſelfe, his Expeftation muſt needs be: 
low, and fall much thort of that whick#z 
wandring ſoulec returned, finds when he 
is ſencibly poileſt with it:bucno more of 
the Reafons, bur a word or two of Uſe. - 


Firſt Uſc is an uſe to Reprove the peo 


ple of God, who after they have wande- 
red from Gcd, and are thorough real 

Convictions returning home to God, yer 
are fearefu] and queſtion their entertain» 
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ment with God , thinking he muſt needs - 


deale hardly with them , who have _ 
G 


The Prodigalls Entertainment 


* Pſal.97.9 ſo unkindly with him *. Deare Friends, 
__- I nwſt conteſſe the ftate and conditjun of 
Ih. 4 92 4; {uch poore toules is much to be pittied, 
for they are ſurrounded with temptations 
in a double and treble fence; yet give me 
leave 0 Reprove them, as Chriſt ſaid In 
another Cafe, Matth. 22. 29. Tou erre not 
knowing the Scriptures : So you feare your | 
encert2inment , not knowing the endea- | 
ied .qctions that live in God, when | 
onc: you come to bepo }:{t withit, you 
will Reprove your owne Spirits, and ſay 
what | now ſay toyou : Was It not e- 
n-ugh to fin againft Love , but muſt you 
now {in in queſtioning Love ? Was it not 
enough co {in in runaing from God, bur 
muſt you now {in in thinking God will 
ran from you? Was it not enough for you 
to fin in clouding the nature of a Sonne, 
but muſt you now fin in queſtioning the 
nature of the Father? O leave cft choſe 
diſputes, and goe with boldnes,beleeving 
that God is what he was, though you are 
not fo; and know, your entertainment 
will be farre beyond what you doe or can 
expe. | 
A lecond [tfe is anufe of Comfort and 
Conſolation to all poore broken Spirits 
who have wandred from God, and tho- 
| rough 
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rough a ſence of their own unkinde dea- 
lings with the Father,they are aſhamed ro 
looke upon him, and afraid to goeup to 
* him, and yet cannot live without him. «1. 19 
There is great Comfort to theſe poore x ;. 
broken Spirits, in rhe Confideration of 
the {ſweet entertainment that poore wan= 
dring hearts finde in their Returne to 
God : Know that the Father is God,and 
not Man. It will goe better with you 
then with Heſter in her deſperate attempts 
to the King Abaſuerws, in the 5 of Hefter, 
ſhe according to a Common Expeftation 
| looked for nothing but Death : but ſee in 
| the 2 and3 verſes , how the King holds 
| 


—__— OG 


forth his Scepter, and tells her chat her 
Requeft ſhould be granted, if it were to 
the halfe of his Kingdome : an Entertain» 
ment beyond her expeQation. 

Deare hearts, know that in your ap- 
proachments to the Father, he will not 
onely hold ont a Scepter to you, but fall 
upon the neck of you, and will not an- 
ſwer your dcjires to the halfe, but ro the 
whole of his Kingdome, for all ſhall be 
yours; and he will not onely fpeake 
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4 words of kindnefle to you, bur will give 
p you power © ſpeak out your unkindnes 
- before him ; khewill not onely paſſe by, 
h and 
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and pardon vour adulterous withdraws. 
ing from him, as yuu may fee Feremiah 
the 34, at the beginning »of rhe Chapter, 

but he will alſo beale your back-ſl:dings, v. 
22. And though you wich the Prodigall, 
defire to be bur a Servant, he will cncer= 
taine you as a Son, and betore you con- 
felſc, he will pardon, and betore you ac- 
knowledge how unworthy you are of 
Love, he will. manifeſt Love ; he will 
not onely entertaine yo::, expeRting EX= 
aKnefſc in the future, but he will alfo 
meet you, and kiiſe you with the kifles of 


* Tſa-43.1. As x mon ſaying, Thou art mine, * and he 


Ia. 44.2 


j1' pry off all the old ſcores, and ar- 
15z:+2, zhat are produced by your former 
Ea 2.ings from a cloſe Communion 
with his Love. Ar your leiſure reade 
thoſe words, Luke the 10. 34. where you 
ſec Chriſt did nat onely find them in their 
blond wourded , but he alſo with great 
pitty and love, powres in oy le, binds up 
their wounds, takes thera up, and carries 
tice to his owne Itine,, which Inne-was 
Goiptl Imbraccments in the heart of 
Gog: and what Entertainment was at 
that Inne, you may tre. it was tar beyond 
the ExpeRation of the poore wounded 
Soule, The Cate is thine, I am Certaine 


thy 
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w thy condition cannot be worſe, and 
b ' know your Entertainment will be as 
> | good, It was a wounded toule who was 
V. ftriptand left naked,though he was alive, 
L, |þ yet he lay in his blocd, and though he 
= : was beloved, yethe was very unlovely : 


- } he was robb<d and fiript of all, and had 
| no accommodation bur his owne blood 
Ft } and foarcs. Deare hearts, can your con- 
| dition be more ſad ? ( that is impoſlible) 
C | And what encouragements or comforts 
O | can you propound to your ſelves, but ? 
of ; they will be doubled and trebled with 1 
i | God? Hewill notonely meer you when. 
r- | you meet him, but he will met you be- 


er * fore, that ſoyou may meet him ; he will 

n | not love you becauſe you are lovely , 

de | buthe will love you, being loathſome,to 

u ; makeyou lovely, * and he will not en=- *Ezek. 1s. 
ir : tertaine you when you come, - but he 8: 14- 

ac will meer you before you come; and an- P<v* 7- 
Pp , ſwer youbefore you asx. O what a com- ** * 

es | fort is there to poore ſoules that defire © 

as þ nothing more, then to be re-entertained 


ot þ with God? I befſrech you confider feri- 
at ouſly what hach beene ſaid; and let.noy 


id the diſpute with your owne unworthy: -- 
cd , hearr, nor the diftaces of rhe Devil, draw: +: 
ne :; &@ cloudover Gods kindneffe, or hinder 

1 RK your 
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your confidence in your Entertainment : 
God takes nothing ſoungratetull, as to 
queſtion his kindneffe, Truly it is im» | 
pollible for any one, though with the 
congue of men and Angels, to ſpeak out | 
the tenth part of Gods render kindnefle, * 
and {wrert imbraccinents, to a poore un» 
worthy lwart that is gone from him, 
and now returned againe z did broken 
hearts know what great dclight God | 
takes in healing broken ſpirits, * in mas ' 
king the poore rich,and ſetting at liberty 
them that are in priſon, and to exalt | 
them thar are low, and to recover them 
that are loft, rhey would not diſpure fo 
much againft the imbracements of grace, | 
and mercy. At your leiſure read rhe 66, | 
oi Eſay, and the two firſt verſes, the 16. ! 
of Ezekzel, the 11 of Matthew, and the 28. 
verſe. It is endleſſeto reckon up the great 
heart-earnings, and the tender and {weet | 
entertainments that God gives to poore 
unworthy ſpirits, beyond what they can 
expect. The Lord give you power to be- 
heve ic, and cauſe you to rejoyce In ir 
with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. | 
Therhird and laſt Ute is an Ulſe of Ex- 
hortation, ro exhorc all thoſe that are 
withdrawne from God, and are apaine 
returned, 
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returned, O take heed of wandring any 
more; Sinns more lecſt a worſe thing come 
unto you, * know that the ſecond with- 
drawing will be a great deale worle then 
the firſt, and further conlider, it you are 
really brought home, what panges and 
throwes you had, before delivered, and 
know it was enough, nay too much,thar 
you have trampled upon Gods kindnefſe 
ſo long ; and beſides, take notice, it is 
very dangerous and deſperate to make 
ſecond attempts of withdrawing from 
God. * Alas,you cannot havebetter pro- 
viſion abroad, then you have at home, 
( Why will you goe? ) Facob repro- 
ved his Sons, and ſaid, Why loke you upore 
one another , is there not bread enough in 
Ag ypt ? Gen. 42. x, 2. But I fay unto 
you, why will you returne back againe 
to Xo ypt ?Is there not delight enough in 
Canaan £ It is better to abide with your 
Father and friends, then to ſhaxe hands 
with Enemies that harbour nothing in 
their hearts, but darts of death | as fin 
doth ) Romanes the 6th, and thelaft. O, 
I beg of you to coniider what hach been 
ſaid, and che] ord fodifcover it to you, 
that you may be overcome by it, and io 
endeared to ie, that you may never again 
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got frum God, bur tor ever dwell with 

him, O it 1s good LO be there. j 
7 ſhall fay no more to chis Uſe, nor to | 

this fiſt Concluſion, but come to ſpeak | 

briefly a word or two from the words in 

order as they lye. | 
The words are theſe. 


But when he was yet a great way off, bis | 
Father ſaw bim, and had compaſſion,and 
ranne and fell on his necke, and bafſed | 
bim. 


The firft Do&rine from theſe words, 
He ſaw him a great way off, and had compaſ- 
fron on him, is, 

Do&R. Large diſtances will not cauſe ny 
great a diſdaine, but that the leaſt reall mo- | 
vings towards God, is eyed and imbraced by ' 
bim, with great compaſfion. 

The we,cd a far off, is a metaphoricall ; 
expreſftion, it doth not imply any thing | 
that doth deny Gods omni-preſence, but 

"iwplies& holds forih thus much,thac rhe | 
poor Prodigall was very low, and very | 
far from that ftace or frame of heart, . 
wherein he did apprehend to meet God, 


the. ama ding Lad 
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_ an he truth was, there was fo little and 


mall a beginning, of what in compa- 
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riſon ought. to have been, and alſo was, 
when he was further enriched with com- 
minggs in of God, and in that ienfe alfo 
he was a great way off. How far off think 
you thoſe people were, in that ſenſe 
which the Lord ſpeaks of, in the 4.2. of 


' of T/aiab, and the 3. Concerning the 


goings out of his grace and love in 
Chr iſt, he tells you he will not breake the 
brui ſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking F lax : 

The wordcs imply a great deale more 
then is there expreft, tor they doe im- 
ply thus much, That if there be but fo 
much fire ( that is to ſay, fo much grace) 
as cauſes ſrnoak, though the flame be not 
diſcerned, God will runne through the 
ſmoak, and imbrace the fire, he will by 
no meanes quench it, but nouriſh, and 
cheriſh it: and if there be bur fo much 
beginnings of life, as to give a ſ{oule the 
denomination of a Reed, though it be'a 
bruiſed Reed, which commonly men caſt 
away, as being not worthy of the own-* 57 
ning, yet God will owne it, and by no © 


means rejeft, but imbrace it. Beloved, all 7 IN 


this holds Grth thus much, that the leaf: - | 


and loweſt motions rowards God, ih = rhe | 


reall, are imbraced by him. How far off 
doe you think Ephraim was, Hoſea the i 
an 
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and the 3, wneu God taught him how ro 
gor, leading him by the arme, and laid 
mezt unto kim, but he knew not that the 
Lord led him. David in the firft of the 
Kings, and the 18th, had a thought in his 
heart, to build a Houfe to God, bur it 
was cnely a thought in his heart, not 
brought up ſo far as toexprefſion,or aQi- 
on, yet the Lord pierces through all, and 
comes into the {z<cret Cabinet of Davids 
heart, and finds thoſe thoughts, and tells 
kimit was well that ir was in his heart. 
How {weetly did God imbrace thoſe 
thoughts, though they were a far off 
from the a& of dcing, for it was Gods 
Intent he ſhould not doe it. Beloved, how 
far off doe you think thoſe hearts are, 
whom the Lord {peaks of in the 50. of 
T{aah, and the 10. God there tends com- 
fort and conſolation to a people that 
tcare him, and cdbecy his voyce, bur alas, 
It wat a for off, for the Texr ſaith. the 
were provlevtat walked 32 darbneſſe, and 
ſee ns light, chat is to fav, they were ſur- 
rGundee with forrowes and trouble, and 
ked no comiort, bu: though they had 
not fo much light as to rejoyc? in Gods 
Love, v:t God in his Love, runs out to 
meet thera, rcoycing over them, and im- 
bracing 
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bracing them in that condicion with 
great compaliion. 

If you ask me the Reaſons why the 
Lord doth eye and take notice of ſuch (mall 
movings towards him, and doth imbrace them 
with great compajjion, though a far off, the 
Reaſons ac theſe, 

The firft Reaſon is, becauſe the begin- 


ee 
— 


nings, as well as the *perfe&ing of any *phij. r.5* 
g00d in the creature, is of God, it being fHeb.1 2,2, 


therefore one with him, it muſt needs be 
ov'ned by him. The leaſt defires,or ſmal- 
Icſt groanings, or heart-breaking after 
God, though it be but a defire to defire, 
or longing to long really after God, ic 
is that which God ownes, and hecannot 
but doe it, for it is a ftreame that flowes 
from no founraine but his owne fullnefle, 
he is a Father that muft ard will owne 
his owne chlld, though covered with a 
ragged coat ; my meaningis, it there be 
the leaſt ſpark of life in a poor groaning 
heart, groaning after Love, and though 
it doth but groan and ſigh, and cannot 


expreſle ic {clfe, but with poore, ragged, 


and tattered expreſſions, yet God will 


imbrace it, and why ? becauſe ic flowes 
from himſelfe, Romanes the 8. the 26; & 


27, Q what comfort and {ſweet encou- 
ragement 
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r2gement is His to POOT broken ipirits, 
were they but tcalble, 

T he {econ Reaton is taken from the 
rature of Ged, which is ſo iree-and fo 
ready, and prone to ſhew mercy, that he 
longs 2nd waites to thew mercy, T/a. the 
30. 18. Ir is the d-light of his ſfoule to 
meet with obje&s to menitcſt Love, The 
tame pity that 1s 1N Parents, is tranſcen= 
dently in God, if the Child cannot ſpeak 
bu: cry for the due, the mother will Fakk 
it up, and lay it in her boſome, and if it 
cannot Fang, ſhe will carcy ir, and hold 
ic, dandiing it upon her knee, delighting 
tO {erve that then, more then in the ſer- 
vice the expetts trom her Child after- 
v.ards, Tws is eminently in God, * for 
. he dEgh: more in diſpenſing mercy, 
tn in rc:rving facrifices frem ts; and 
7. tne Rezfonie, becauſe he is made up of 
1', his rature prompts him to it, be de- 
lights nic. ; 

The third Reaſon we may draw from 
the prcemite of God. Beloved, if you 
look upon all the tenure of Gods pro- 
miſes, they run Ot tc poore, low, un- 
done, and broken fſpirt's. Ar your let- 
ſure view theſe Scriptures, Tſaiah the 55. 
the 12, Tſcich the 66. the 2. Matthew the 


5. the 
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5. the 3, 4, 5z6- veries, Matthew the 11. \ 
the 18, Tru y it 181n this,as in the moun- 
taines, who give downe their water to 
their valleyes, that are very much below, 
and far from them ; fo the high and glo- 
rious love of Gad, in ihe promiſes which 
are the Golſpel-inounraines which rhe 
Prophecs often ſpeake of, they give out 
their {weetnetle and murrow to low, 
peor, undone,and broken ſpirits, ':ough 
a far oft, and much beneath them, that is 
to fay, they are not yet come up to that 
height ot knowing, beleceving, and con- 
forming,which the Goſpel requires. They 
bave eyes, but they are dim, only fee 
men like trees; they have mouths, but 
they are very narrow, that they cannat: 
be otherwiſe fed, then with milk, like 
Children, Heb. 5. 12. Yer God will in 
Gofp:l1-diſcoverics nouriſh them there, 
and communicate diſcoveries anſwera- 
ble to that ſtrength he gives them to 
receive it, Mark 4. 33. 

The fourth Reaton why God will im» 


brce poore low ſpirits, and that with. 
compaſſion, though a great way off, it is _ 


that he may by it bring glory to his own, 
grace and love, it is that which the Apo- 


le drives at in Romanes the 3, 4,5 Chap- 
L ters, 
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ters, where he diſcovers the ground why 
God juſtifies the ungodly, and diſpenſerh | 
grace freely to unworthy creatures, it is | 
that no fleſh may glory in his preſence, | 
' ®Dent. », and that his grace alone may be exalted,* | 
eur. 7. . | 
6, 7. were there any good in the creature, 
Pia. 59.15. before God loved it, we ſhould be apt to 


Ifa 25. 1, conceive that there werereaſog why God | 
23 3» 4+ 


ſhould love ns, and fo ſacrifice to our } 


muſt low trom Gods Jove, as well as to 
be a cauſe to carry on Gods love, it is 
then bronght to iye low before God, and 
co giveallglory co him. Had the Prodi- 
gall performed bis Refulutions, and 
brought them forth to praftice, before 
God met and imbraced him, Gods grace 
and love had not been ſo naked, and ap- 
peared fo glorious as now it doth. 

But I ſhall ay no more as to theRea- 
ſons, but a word or two briefly to this 
Concluſon. 

The fiſtis an Uſe of Comfort to all 
poore ſoules, who through a ſenſe of 
their owne unwot thinefſe, and unkind- 
nefſe towards God, are exccedingly bro- 
Ken and caſt downe in their owne ſpirits, 

apprehending 


owne goodnefle ; but when the ſoule is | 
ſenſible that there is no goodnefle in it | 
to move God, but ſees that all good * 


_ 
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apprehending that they are at ſv great a 
diſtance from God, taat they ſhall never 
meet with him. Lec all ſuch know, thar 
God doth fee them, ard will imbrace 
them with great compaſſion, though a 
far off. The hearc c:nnot be ſo low, bur 
the high Goa can reach it, and they 
cannot be ſoun worthy in their own eyes 
and io great adiftance from God, but he 
that is infinit in mercy and kindneffe, can 
and will meet them. Theretore, Bejoyed 
friends, it there be any of your i5 this 
condition, conhder what hath been ſaid 
of Gods dralings towards David, and his 
Kindneffe in diſpenſing mercy, according 
to tbat which we have already ſpake of 
in Eſaythe 42. and the 3. thes5. Gi Eſay, 
and the 1c. and alſo the dearc and ſweer 
carriage of the Father towards the Pro» 
diga!ll,which Scripcure is written for thy 
learning, that through faith and patience 
thou mightcft have hope. Beloved, know, 
that God is the ſame God ſtill, retaining 
the ſame endeared love and pity, to poor 
and undone ſpirits, as I know it is the 
Devils way to prompt poore hearts, pre- 


ſenting varieties of fancies to draw them 


from God, and when withdrawne, hee 
uſes all means to keep them from return- 
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ing, either by preſenting new objefts of. 


delight in (in, or by blinding and ftifling 
their conſciences through often finning; 
if that and many other wayes will not 
doe, rather then faile, it he ſees any con- 
vicion lyes upon them trom God, or his 
word, he will caufe them to queſtion the 
eruth of both, bur if that way will not 
take,he will goe ina more fine (pun way, 
and endeavour to draw wrong notions 
from a Saints liberty, to prompt them 
to lovoteneſie 3; bur for all this, if he fees 
God will bring them home chrough a 
ſence of cheir wandrings trom God, then 
he wlll lay load upon load, bringing all 
their fins to their ſence,to multiply their 
{orrows, and to cauſe them to ſee. their 
diftance between God and them, ſo great, 
as if it were impoſſible ever to meer. 

Beloved, if this was or is your condition, 
know you are ſuch a ſoule that God did, 
and ftill doth, ſee and imbrace with 
great compaſſion, though 2 far off, And 
therefore be nor difcouraged, but hold 
up your head, for your redemption draw- 
eth * nigh : And take notice, that God 


I!a.29. 18, fees you, when you doe not fee him, and 


though you cannut rejoyce before him, 
yet he in his love rejoyces over you ; and 
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he hath long Lincs of Love to Embrace 
a poore heart , though they be a far off. 
The Lord make you to beleeveirt, that 
you may rejoyce in it, and live upto his 
Love in the benehr of ir. 

The ſecond and laſt Uſe is an Uſe of 
Reproofe to many of the people of Gad, 
who in their praQice walke very unlike 
God in this thing ; for they are fo farre 
from meeting or minding a poore Soule 
thar 18 a farre off, that they will not fo 
much as caſt an Eye of Encouragement 
upon them, nor give out any diſcoveries 
of Compaſſion to them. And of theſe ſort 
of people, there are theſe two , which 
principally ] will ſpeake to. 

The firſt are thoſe who in their appre- 
henftons have attained to a high difcove- 
ry of Light, and Enjoyments of Love; 
yer cannot nor doe not manitcft any en- 
deared affeGion to poore gruaning Spl- 


rits *, who are not com*- up to that Lint , Phil:2.5, 
and Love. Truly,l dare not Cenfure theſe J&n.3. 17, 


men, but give me leave to Cenfure their 
ſinne, and tel] them their walking lookes 


very much unlike Gods Love. | feare they: - ., 


bave forgotten theic Rocke from whence 
they were hewen,or the varictics of Gods 
dealings wich them in the Wilderneſle, 

before 
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before they came into the good Land. :- | 

O remember beloved, it any of you be | | 

*Rom.11, * {uch, thar though you now ſtand, you E= 
2. may fall, 2nd though you are high, you | | 
1 CCL. 10. were low, and though now firong, you f 
bo erere weake : and fartner, Conſider that þ + 
your ſtrength is not your owne,and ſeri. | 
o {fIy weigh what the Apoſtle ſaith to the | 
Guatiles, Rom. 11. 18,19, and 20 verſes. 
/\nd further, minde what Paul faith of | 
himclte, concerning the Joy and Com- | *' 
tart he hed more then ochers, it was not | 
{+ hjo:'Titeatone, but to Comfort o- } | 
| 


thers with the fame Comforts, the 2 Ep: 
of the Cor. the 1 and the 4. © therefore | 
ſucavle to thepraRiſe ot thy Father, lend | 
thy he] ping hand, and goe mcet , encou- | 
rage & embrace poore groaning Spirits, | 
meerins them with compaſiion, though a } 
farre off, from the meaſure of thy Light | 
and Enjoyments ; and remember when | 
thon art In che banquerting houſe with | 
thy B-Jovca,and his banners over thee are 

Love, Cant the 2,the 4. Minde them which 
ſtand begging ac the doore, knowing 
that thou-waſt once there, though now | 
thou art ex2lted, Therefore ro them that | 
are now poore and naked, O at, God- 
lixe, binding up their wounds,and _ 

c 
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feſt ſome breathing Roome for their op= 
preft Spirirs : and if their oppreſſion be 
ſo great that they cannot ſpeake it our, 
ſpeake ir tor them , by declaring what 
God bath dune fur thee in the like kinde, 
and endeavour to Remove their mourn- 
ing, by mourning over them, and give 
out the ſoule melting mercy,which is the 
Cauſe, and it they cannot beare the Ra- 
vithing ditcoveries of Love which thou 
doſt enjoy by living in Gods heart, then 
tell rhem what God did for thee when he 
firſt cooke thee by che hand. O beloved 
Friends, this is and ought to be the work 
of Saints, and this is that Labour ef Love 
which the Goſpel calls*tor,happy is that 
heart which is imployed in it. 

The ſecond fort of the people of God, 
who come under this Reproofe, are fuch 
who doe not,nor will not maniteſt own- 
ning affcRions to any , unlefle it be ſuch 
as are brought up to, or brought over ta 
live in the ſame forme of worſhip, or 
pratiie of Ordinance with themſelves : 
What ever they thinke, they are far from 
a Goſpel frame of Spirit , and they have 
forgotten where they firſt met God, or 
rather where God firft met them, they 
bave forgotten, and are now apt to de- 
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{piſe the day of ſmall things, Zecb. the 4 an4 


the 10th, Beloved, it there be any ſuch 
here, doe you not know the day when 
you were not brought up to this, nay 
ſaw nothing in it,peradventure oppoſers 
of it, and yet you dare not but then ſay 
that God was with you, and you were 
with God. O remember that,and remem- 
ber Gods praGtiſe, and in Imitation of 
that manifeſt love and tendernes ta any 
that you fee any worke of grace upon 
them, though ic be never fo little. Fol- 
low the pra@iſe of the Spouſe in Cant. 8, 
the 2,2,and 3 verſes; and doe not as Fe- 
bue did in 2 wicked way in another fence, 
ſaying, If yo, ar- as T am,pive me your bard; 
the 2 &: the Kings the 10th and the 15h, 
If any objzt and fay , they know no 
ſuch people, as 1 here reprove. Beloved, 
what makes all chis oppoſition & ftrange 
cen{orious dezlings that are between the 
peopleef God, who live in parcicular 
formes, ons iaying he is of Pay, and ano- 
ther of Apollo, th= 1 of the Cor. the 3, and 
the 3 and 4 vertes, Bzjoved, without all 
queltion there are very precious hearts 
deare to God among rhe Presbyterians 
and Independents, and them alſo whicb are 


which 
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which are in neither of theſe formes, and 
' yetif a Chriſtian goes to looke upon any 
n | of theſe, or either of theſe, and ſee how 

| theicaffeQionsrunnes out to them which 
's j are brought up to them in that forme 


y | where they are, and what lictle pittie, 
re | kindnefſc or compaſſion is given to them 
1- } which arenot yet brought up. It would 


| 

| 
of } makeapoor hearrt in the very thoughts of 
y it blefſed. Beloved, ifany ſuch be here, 
n | O Confider what I haye faid, and know 
1]- } though it be lawful co ftand up and con- 
3, | tend for truth, yet you muſt doe it with 
e. | a Goſpel frame of Spirit, that is, Inftru- 
= Qing thoſe with meeknes that do oppoſe 
d; | you, 2 Tim. 2.25. And be imployed in 
þ the praftiſe of bearing and forbearing, 
o | andifyou fee a poore Soule who is bro- 

ken under the ſence of his owne unkind- 

| neſs, and though he be not come up to 
1e £ YOU, goe you as farre as may be to him, 
ar | taking bim by the hand,endeavouring to 
5- | lead him to the knowledge of your Fa- 
id | thers h:art.Ler it appear to all the world, .. 
11 þ that you owne Ordinances but as a way 
ts | tocxpicficlove by , and nopas a founda» 
ns | ton tolove upon, & lerall fee that your | 
re | loveisnot onely to ſome, bur to all the 
rs | Saints, Epbeſ.the x.and the 15.and ler the - 
þ | ſame Spirit dwell in you that lived in 
M Paul, 
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Paul,Pu;.3-15. It any be otherwite mind- 
ed,waite with paticnceand love, conque. | 
ring them with kindnelle, kn wing God | 
in time will reveale it, and if you meet | 
with a poore member, that is uncomely, | 
pur more comelineſſe upon him, 1 Cor. x2, | 
23. Deare friends, Paul! tells you 1 Cor. g, | 
21. That be became to them that were under 
the Law, as under the Law, and them that are 
without Law, as being without Law:Nay,hig 
Condeſceniion was more to all, that he } © 
mighc winne ſome ; this Scripture was þ Y 
written tor our Example, O therefore | < 
minde it,and among all, that you minde, 


thinke of, & remember to give out much } C 
love & compaſſion to poore broken Spi- f Þ 
rits that Jong for nothing more, thena | k 
looke of Gods love. And know, nothing | d 
pret<r1ts you more God-like then humili- | 
ric & love*,and by your praftice ſhame & } ® 
confound the World in their Cenſures of | q 
you, who ſay , there is more Cenforious | 

walking a:aong(t theTribes of Tſrael,chen f + 
amongſt them that arenot one wich them. | Ul 
O be not wanting to love one another,8& þ 3 
from a ſence &f your oneneſs with Jeſas, $& 


utt-r noc your differences of things with: + P 
. our, but own Chriſt whereſoever you find ,, 
him , though ir bs in a poore Prodigall, pv 
whois gone no further then under the re- 7 

_ 
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_ , folutions to Confefſe his unworthinefle 
4 ' before God ; and know,it is a higher and 
- | more glorious imployment to be'abring- 


j ing homealoftSheep,thento Ray at hoine + 
,. | and Noyes with the ninety and nine, 
4 Like 15.5, 6, 7. derein yo. prefent God, 
r | andfollow the p:2Gtife of God : the Lord 
re | make you all fencible of it:Bur | ſhall ay 
is | no more to this ute of Reproofz, nor to 


| this Conclufton,but I ſhall ſpeak briefly a 
word or two to the next in theſe words : 
And he ran & fell upon bis neck ,& kiſſed bim. 

Firft, To the word ran,which Implies 
Gods readines, fweetnes,and ſwittneſs to 
| manifeſt grace & kindnefſe to poore bro- 
; ken ſpirits,who are ſencible of their wan- 

drings. The Do&rine from thence is this : 
Do&. There is a ſweet readines in God, 
; in mercy to minde and meet poore wandring 
| bearts in their Returnes to God. 

The cruth of which the Scripture doh 
very pletifully prove;at your leifure read 
thefe following,Tſa.61.1,2.Pſal.86.5. fer, 
31.2,Gods readines in mercy to mind and 
meet poor broken ſpirits, wHl cieerly ap- 
h- peare,if you mind & conſider rh*ie things. 
m4 Firſt, Gcd doth not onely anſwer 
F their deſires when they come, but he gives * 7 Joh. 2. 

? , them aheartto defire, & power to come®; 


bs I Fob, 6, 44 And were not the Farherex- , Job: | 
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ceeding ieady & willing to beſtow grace 
and mercy to poore undone Soules, he 
would never give them a heart to ſecke 
for it; he ir is that provides an eye andan 
objeR,and both the mouth and the meat. 
Secondly, Power to ſecke, and the 
matter ſought ; God doth not onely give 
the poore Creature power to come , and 
a heart to defice, but before ever they 
crave, and can fſpeake out their Requeſt, 
theic Requeſt is anſwered, The power 
moving the Prodigall to Returne was of 
Gad, ard when he came to defire, his Fa- 
ther ran and fell upon his neck, and gave 
him an anſwer before he could ſpeake. 
Thirdly, And when God doth an- 
{wer, he doth not onely grant a Soule 


what he doth demand , but doth grant | 
much more. The Prodigalls Requeſt was } 


to be a Servant, he made him a Sonne, 


and it poore broken Spirits doe defirea |} 


looke of Love, and an Enjoyment of Life, 
they ſhall have the Inrichments of the 
Everlaſting Love, and Eternall Life, It 
they beg peace ſutable ro what they un- 
derftand, they ſhal! Enjoy a peace that 


* paſſeth all underſtanding, Phi). the 4. and 


the 7. Nay, Beloved, Reckon up what 
you will, or what you can, that is ſuta- 
ble co the minde of God, the poore wan- 
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dring Soule in his Returne ſhall be ſure 
to Enjoy a double and a treble porti- 
on, beyond what he can aske or thinke, 
Job. 14. 2. 1 Cor. 2. 9. {ſa. 64. 4. 
Fourthly , Conſider in thc laſh place, 
that which ſutes with the knowledge and 


| experience of all Saints, and the Scrip- 


ture fully holds forth, viz. When poore 
wandring hearts come to beg mercy and 
grace, God never puts them off, as ka- 
ving it not ready, but he hath it alwayes 
ready by him, Mat.7. 7, 8, 9, 1c:For ſup- 
plyes in that kinde lye al wayes readie by 


the * Father, as being made up in him, + pj.g4.7 
Plal 84.11 


Beloved, Conſider what hath been here ny 46. ; . 
'L.I6. 
Col. 2. 3. 


and he made up of them. 


ſaid in theſe foure things , and fee if it 
doth not fully declare the ready Run- 


| Nings forth of God in mercy to minde 


and meet poore wandring hearts in their 
Returnes. What can be faid more to ma- 
nifeft his Love and ſweernes ; for he doth 
not onely anſwer them that aske, but 
gives thera a heart to aske, and anſwers 
them before they aske, and gives them 
more then they aske; and whatſoever 
they defire , it is ready by him to ſupply 
them. If you aske me the Reaſons of che 

Conclufion, they are briefly theſe. 
Fiit, God muſt needs be ſwifc and 
M 3 ready 


m—_—% 


th. 


— ts — h . gy—_—— 


ypc TIL 


— —  — A a ts 
—_—_— m_ 


134 The Prodigalls Entertainment 
ready £O run torth in mercy ,bccaute mer= | o 
cy is net onely of him, bur it is nimſelfe, , fi 
* 1Jokn 4, and * therefore | forme my Reaton thug; | w 
26. Every thing doth and wult needs runne | tu 
to accompliſh that which is moft ſurable © 
to Its owne nature ; But to be readyto | b 
minde and meec poore Wandring hearts, | 
1s ſutable to Geaes nature ( Ergo )-- 'f 
Szcong Reaton, Mercy and grace 1s not 
onely one with Cud, but it is the great 

* Mich.7. G£}ipht of God *, he takes much joy and f p 
15 contntinſhewing favour, and inmani- | f 
DES ting Love topourebroken and undone } U 
Spirire, who in their owne eyes appeare  ( 
as 09jeG's no way frtable to Love, L 
T hiro Reaſon, He is not on-ly cone with | 
3r; & fecondl:;.delighcs in it, bur thirdly, F 1 
*Pja.50-15 he brings much glory to fimicite by ir*:; E--| 
Plal.5 2-9. grace appeares Eminently glorious , In => 
Iſa. 43. 7- maniteſting it ſcife in poore wortbleſſe } 
77-1 and gracelzs hearts: therefore it is Gods | 
20. 30,31. Way to manifeſt power in weakneſs, to | | 
Pial. 51.4- Cttcover Tight indarknes, toanfwer un- þ, | 
kinaneſs with great kindneſs. and to dc= | 
clare his faithfulneſs ro ther whohave | 
dealtunfaithiully with tm :hercin God | 

2pprares a God, and not Man, and by It | 


21] fi ere,and will be forced with great |: 
ackyowiedyvoment to give glory to him: | 
Beloved friends , I ſhould now make uſe 

of 
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of this Concluton, there being many 
ſweec retreſh:nents held out in it to poor 
weak and worth!cs Spirics, who area re. 
turning to the Father thorough a ſence 
of their own wandrings.Burt I ſhall ſpeak 
briefly a word or two of the next words; 
fo make ule altogether, having ſpoken ſo 
largely already to the former words. 
He fell on bis necke and kiſſed bim. 

Theſe words are a M:-taphoricall Ex- 
preflion, but ic holds forth aboundance of 
ſweetnes, as to the dealings of God with 
us, The word falling , implies the great 
Condefcention of God to us; the words, 
upon bis necke and hiſſing him , holds forth 
the (weer Love,familiaritie,and commu- 
nion with God, But to borh theſe wee 
ſhall ſpeake very briefly; And as to the 
word falling, which as I told you holds 
forth Gods great Condefcention to poor 
Creatures, in his diſpencing mercy and 
grace, you may cleerly underſtand it,that 
if you doe bar Confider, Firſt, what God 
is; and ſecondly , what God does; and 
thirdly,co whom he doth it : As to God, 
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* he is one fingle Simple and infinice bee- * p{1, 95. 


: %E 26. 29, 
comes,unto which glory no addition can pf, of 


be made, all ftands in need of him, but pan.z, 47. - 
M 4 none Job 35-7,3 
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none can give a 1upply to him, he hath 
all in himſelſe, and there 1s nothing out 
of him any thing, bur as it is made ſome- 
thing by what flowes from him.All pow- 
er, Love, Life, glory, and Light, lives in 
him ; he is over all, in all, and above all ; 
this and much more might be ſaid of the 
Father. But the rongue of Men and An- 
gels are notable to declare ir. 

Seconely , Conſider what he doth in 
bis Diſpenting grace and mercy to poore 
undone hearts; in which deſcriprion ma» 
ny ihings might be faid,vurt briefly thus ; 
*ROW. 5. Heijs plcated ro make *Slaves Sonnes,and 
| - "agg to Crowne them who in all their Lives 
 - Exek. 16, endeavour to croſle him: And as to Men 
*$£:4<. \ 5,6-" heappeares to Cloud himfelte,to Cloath 
4 L8 i - EPhtf-2-3. them, and makes them who are Tyrants 
''?t 1nd _ '9+ andTraytors,to become Kings & Princes, 

" Joh.15, is. 224 to make them his boſome Compani- 
2 Cor..21 Ons, for whom he is willing to doe all, 
E Phil.2.7,8. and from whom he will hide nothing : 
and Beloved, minde in what way God is 
pleaſed to doe it; he floops to the weak- 
nes and low capacity of the Creature,and 
aoth communicate things ſutablero their 
capacity and ſpirir, beaiing as you may 
ſee, Mark. 4.33. And he never comes, but 
he brings a power to beare aſwell as mat- 
er to be borne, a Capacity receiving as 

well 
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wel as marter to oe received. And further, | 1 


| Take noticethar allthis he doth by bring, 
ing ſtrength into weakues, and manifeſt- | 
| ingLightindarknes,$& cauſing the glory | 
of his Love to ſhine & breake forth in our [4 
poore baſe loathſome forme, thorough | 
which he doth breake downe all the cor- | 
j ruptfabrick thar lives in mens fancics, & 4 
| there places the Authoritie of his owne £ 
beames of Love & {weernes, wifdome and 
| 
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meeknee, by which the Creature becomes, 
a partaker of the Divine matcer,2 Pet.1, 
Thirdly, Confider for whom he doth 
it, it is to a people that are altogether 
worthleflſe *, they have not onely been *1f.61.i,2 | 
ignorant of him, bur ati along have en- I 55. 1, 
dezyoured to bring diſhonour to him ; Erkieſ.2, E 
they are not onely one with,andcarry on © 
deftgnes for the Power & Prince of dark- 
nefſe, but they ſhut their eyes againſt the 
tenders of Light and Love; As you may 
ſee, Fob.1.11. & Foh.3.19,20. They are fo 
farre from being obje&s ro attralt and 
draw on Love, that they are altogether 
lozthſome lying in their bloud,Ezek.the 
16. the 5 and 6 verſes. Truly it is Endles 
+ to reckon up the Creatures nothingnelle. 
| Whatfſoever may be ſaid of an Enemy, of 
| aTraytor,ofa Runnagate that ſpends all, 
| and deſpiſeth every thing, and mindeth 
| nothing 
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nothing but what may diſhonour God : 
The: are they whom God doth all this 
for, and that he waiteth all the day long 
for, and whom he in mercy finds, meets, 
and ſeekes, before they feeke him, Tſa. the 
65-the x and2.Nay heis pleaſed ncor one= 
Iy io doefo, but to wone us and beſeech 
us to be reconciled to him , the 2 of the 
Cor. the 5.and the 20. Beloved, if you doe 
feriou{ly weigh what hath been faid in 


theſe 3 things, you will fee how much 


God Condefcends to us in diſpenſing 
mercy and grace o poore wandring Spi- 
Tits, and ir may hely be Expreſſed in this 
v-c1d falling, which holds forth che great 
Condeiconfion of God, as well as the fa- 
miliaricie ot God : And be fell upon his neck 
ard kiſſed bim. Beloved, you may obſerve 
from thence this Conclufion : 

DoQR. Thar it is Gods way to bring ail poore 
beartr, upon whom be caſt, bjs favour , into @ 
friendly and a neere familiaritie and commu- 
#101 with himſelfe, Joh. 15. 15. 

Fonathan and Davids love and affeftion 
and neere communicn, was never more 
Expreſt then when they fell upon each o- 
thers neck, 1 Sam. 20, Wherein did Fo- 
ſephs love appezare more to his Brethren, 
then when he fell upon their necks, to 
manitcſt his lyve by weeping over _ 
an 
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and kiiing ot them, Gen. 45. 14, 15. Bat 
farre bxyond all this, doch God manifeſt 


- his Love and {weetneis ro poore broken 


bearts,falling upon the neck ot the ſoule, 
killing and embracing it, and bringing it 
Into adeare and neerctriendly communi- 
on with himielte : at your leiſure reade 
theſe Scriptures following , Cant. 2. 4, 5. 
Cant.5. 1, Tja, 61+ 10. ſje. 62.5. 

Now Beloved,l ſhould further illufirate 
this Concluſion, and ſpeak more largely 
to it, being that which is worthy of our 
minding, and worth our belecving and 
embracing. I know all hearts that have 
taſted of this Love and Life, after the bit- 
ter pangs and throws of ſorrow & death, 
through a ſenſe of their wandrings from 
God, will freely acknowledge this, and 
declare a hundred times more then I can 
here exprefle : But I having ſpoken large- 
ly of that which relates to this, in the for- 
mer Concluſion, 1 ſhall briefly ſpeake a 
word or two of the Uſe of this and the 
other Concluſion, and fo conclude. - 

The ficſt is an Uſe of Informatton, to 
Informe us from what hath been ſaid in 
relaticn to theſe three Jaſt things, 7s. 
Gods ready running forth in mercy to minde 
and meet poore wandring ſpirits in their re- 


turnes to him; which is trom the _ 
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Ran. 2. The great condi ſcention f Godin 
diſpenſing grace and mercy, and in entertain- 


ing poore wandriag ſoules, and that is ims- * 


plicd in the word Fe!. 3. The ſweet com- 
munion, and near and dear diſcoveries of love 
that are given out from the Father in their re« 
turnes, implied in theſe words, He fell 
upon his neck and kiſſed him : tron whence 
we . might obſerve many Conſeaaries , 
and Concluſjons, that might eminently 
preſtnr God in his dealings with us, and 
the high : xaltation of the creature, who 
1s enriched wich theſe enjoyments. But 
I ſhall paſſe over all theſe, and make bricf 
and plaine ufe of them, according to the 
ditates of God to my owne ſpirit, aud 

that is to informe us of theſe things. 
1. Of che great miftakes of poor bro- 
ken ſpirits, they apprehending by the 
Reaſon of their owne fin, and unſuita» 
bleneſſe, that they have ſo provoxed the 
Lord, that mercy will not be eauly gain» 
cd. O remember from what hath been 
{aid, that God is not onely ſweet, bur 
{xift in diſpenſing mercy, he runs, mer- 
cy bcing not onely one with him,burt the 
delight of t1im. Beloved,take norice,that 
he 18mnore icady toimbrace you, then you 
are to: beg imbracements; and though 
yOu can hardly goe, yet he runs; expe- 
rience 
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rience proves, that he that a&s in a de- 
light is more ready then he that afts to 
gaine a delight, Oirt is the joy and con- 
| tent of the father, thus to befriend poore 
| broken ſpirits in theic returnes, who 
'F havedealtunkindly and unfriendly with 
him. 2. Ic is to Informe ſuch hearts, who 
1 whrough an apprehenſion of Gods high- 
| neſſe, glory, and greatnefle, apprehended 
| with a ſenſe of cheir weaknefle and no- 

thingneſſe, apprehended fo great a dis 
| fance, that they thinke it is impoſkible 


that ever God and they ſhould cloſe: they 
ſee themſelves unable to comeup ta God, 
and they being ſo unkind and unfutable, 
that they dare not conclude he will come 
}. downeto them, and upon that accompt 
rather fit downe fearing and trembling 
before him, then expreſling faich in him. 
O know that it is Gods way, as in mercy 
to run forth in diſpenſing grace, ia great 
readinefſe to meet us, fo it is his way 
-and delight to condifcend to us : he it 13 
that doth manifcft ftrength in wekneſſe, 
fulltefle in emprineſfſc, light in darknefle. 
O therefore ler the apprehenſion of what 
hath been ſaid, take us off from all dif- 
couragementse, as to our entertainment 
with God ; and 1ctus know and beleeve, 
| though we cannot come vp to God, Go : 
will * £4 
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will come downe to us./and it is not our 
weaknes nor wants.,tha« can or will hin- 
der a poor nothing ſpirit trom beingſom- 
thing in him, who is all in hamielf, & all 
to us.3.It is to Intorm us ot the ſweet i In 
richments chae poor wandring foules in- 
joy in their reru;nes, God talls upon the 
neck, and kifſcs them; that is to ſay, 
they are entertained, and brought into a 
near, and «tar fellowſhip and communi- 
on. with himfelfe, O what can a ſoule 
&-nre more, then to be made Gods bo- 
{me ?ri-1d, his daily acquaintance, nay, 
= near +*:6 dear darling, unto whom 
', oiv- Qat kill:-s and 111Draces, and 
. 12 datly his celighr. | 

*.corlufſe is an uſe of Comfort, 

-..3 L321 ation toall poor wandring 
iirits no art carncit in their Returnes 
12 mect the Lord, yer their appreheniion 
v5 the great diſtance from him, and the 
contideration hy much they are be- 
neath and >c:low view doth exceedingly 
d:\courage them. O belove: 3, it this be 
any of your convitions, take notice for 
your comfort, what Scripiuure and Ex- 
pertence here decleres. Ic js not our Gi- 
ftance to him, or lownefſe before hi.n, oc 
unſutablenefſe to, him, that can hinder 
BY his GR of Kindnefſe, Love, and | 
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Grace to us, * and he will not goe, but iſa. 1.18, | 
runne, and ſtand when we fall, but he I. 38.7. 
will fall on us that we may ftand by bim, _ bet.” 


and not onely entertaine our Requeſt j(,, , as) 


to him, but he will enrich us with a near 
and dcar communion with himſelfe, fal- 


ling upon our necks, and kiſling us. O- 


Beloved, I beg of God to give you power 
to beleive it, and as cheerfully to enter- 
talne that, as that entertaines you. But. 
no more of this Uſe, bur a word or two 
of Exnorcation, and ſo co:1ciude. 

3. Andlafily, Theſe arc to exhort all 
ſ{ogles thar are agzine returned, to confi- 
der what hath been faid, and ſcing God 
is ſo tranſcendently carried out in mercy 
to mind us, let us be tender and carefall 
to owne him ; and know, as grace tran- 
ſcends fin, ſo fin becomes tranſcend:ntly 
fintull, in tranſgreſſing and negle&ing 
the tenders of grace. At your leiſure 
carefully and candidly read theſe Scrip- 
tures, Heb.2.3.Heb. 6.6. Heb. 10.26,27. 
they are ſad ſayings,l beg of che Lord thar 
you and I may never be brought to juſtt- 
fe the truth by woful experience. O walk 


cloſe with God, and live up to his Loves, - 


death is near them that live below that, 
doth God run with great readineffe in 


mercy 


imbrace him,and what is commanded by 
him.Bcloved triends, I beg of the Lotd to 


arndnot to mind che ſcorns of the world. 

nor the undervaJuing expreſſions of ſome 

who ſeemingly protefs Gud, as to a care- 

ful endeavour to walk clote with God : 

know It 1s not men, but God that you 

muſt mind, and conhder from the confi- 
deration of the ſweet entertainment that 

poor i318 im their returns to God, find 

*geb. 2.3- with God;conhder,] ſay,what duty*chat 
cake mY cals for,and know our times ſhort, and 
' 2* car life too little to ſpeak out his love. 


"I tt. 2.19 12. = : . 
' 2]o.2- 2,3, :T here-is much more to be ſaid to theſe 
2Pcr.3.112 Conclations, and to this Uſe, bur I hall 

ſay no-more, but the Lord hand over the 


* © knowics:;.: of this truth to you, from his 


__- yeumayabide with him,from hisabiding 
* " withyou, which is the earneſt prayer of 
">= hijopchar liath declared this, from waar 
* &,- £Xperience God hath made him find in 
$ his miſtakes io wandring, and from his 
$_._-gnexpeRted encertainment in his returne. 


make you fenhb!« 15 what hath been ſaid. * 


own-aearr, thac by the knowledge of ir . 


z 


4 


"4% 


1 . | NM-1.C _ | 
am I ag c._ WD F I <—_—_ Y «Bk 


